 Donkey Breed Society Driving Test One.

The Examiner’s notes.
Objective – To obtain a basic understanding of the donkey in single harness, to have knowledge of harnessing up and unharnessing. To be able to drive the donkey to a simple standard.
1a) Harnessing up safely with the help of a groom.

	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	Donkey held by the groom, or tied correctly.
	
	

	Breastcollar fitted first, traces placed over the neck behind the wither strap out of the way.
	
	

	Pad, backstrap, crupper and breeching fitted as one unit correctly. Balance strap fastened now.
	
	

	Reins placed through terrets and over the neck, or if waiting for a while fastened to pad terrets by looping billets through their keepers. Long ends of reins looped through backstap if using ‘farmers’ hold’, or efficiently on the pad.
	
	

	Bridle fitted with care not catching teeth or hurting large muscle at the base of each ear.
	
	

	Reins fitted onto the bridle.
	
	


1b) Putting the donkey to the vehicle
	Know how the groom should hold the donkey whilst putting to. Confidently explain that the groom is to keep donkey still and warn driver if it is fearful or impatient whilst harnessing up.

 (Groom should face the donkey, holding the noseband either side, blocking donkey’s view ahead. If donkey moves, groom should bend knees and block donkey as it pushes head into stomach – this way there is no fighting on the bit, and the donkey cannot turn away from the groom.)

	
	

	Pull the vehicle up to the donkey and put the shafts in the tugs.

	
	

	Fasten the traces first and explain why this is important. (Vehicle can follow donkey should he move off early)

	
	

	Fasten the breeching. 
Check the balance strap is the correct length. (This should always be fastened before the candidate puts to, even if it is a little loose to allow shafts to enter tugs with ease)
	
	


2) Harness
Discuss the main parts of the harness and their purpose.
	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	a) Collar or Breast harness and traces; 

 allow donkey to pull carriage.


	
	

	b) Pad, crupper and breeching;

Pad: to balance the shafts of the vehicle

Crupper: to stop the saddle sliding forward and to hold the breeching in position.

Breeching: to allow the donkey to slow, stop and reverse the vehicle.


	
	

	c) The reins: allow the driver to steer, stop and reverse the donkey.


	
	

	d) The bridle and blinker: to hold the bit and blinkers in the correct position. 

Bit: enables donkey to be directed sensitively.

Blinkers: encourage the donkey to focus upon the work. They are not needed by all donkeys as some go better without. They are advisable with the novice or new donkey.


	
	


3)Know if a vehicle and harness fits the donkey.

Candidates discuss:

	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	
	
	

	Breastcollar and traces.

Wither strap not held too far forward or back.
Breast collar not too high as to impede breathing, or too low to limit movement of shoulders.
Traces, when fastened to carriage allow tugs to sit on pad. If tugs pushed forward the traces are too tight. Tugs swing backwards off pad – traces too loose.
	
	

	Pad, Crupper and Breeching.
Pad behind withers with two inch gap over the spine. Four fingers between donkey’s back and backstrap. Loin strap not digging in or ‘carrying’ the vehicle. 
Breeching seat around fleshiest part of the donkey’s thighs. 

Breeching straps fastened at correct tightness. Too tight – pulls tugs backwards off pad. No room to fit hand between breeching seat and donkey’s thighs. Too loose and the tugs swing forward off the pad, and more than one hand can be fitted between donkey and breeching seat.


	
	

	Reins – long enough to reach driver’s hands when they are seated properly. Should not pull driver forward into a slouch. Not too long. Attached to appropriate part of bit.


	
	

	Bridle – Browband, noseband, throatlash all correct. Eye in centre of blinker. Slight smile at corner of mouth created by bit. Curd chain correctly fitted.
	
	


4. Explain how you know the vehicle is balanced.
	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	When driver and groom are sitting in the carriage a second groom should be able to lift the end of the shafts with their fingers to feel them balanced within the tugs.
When the vehicle is empty the floor of the carriage should be parallel to the ground.
	
	

	Explain if too heavy at the front the donkey is carrying weight of vehicle on his back. Remedy, higher tugs, and/or move seat backwards, and/or move wheels forwards.

	
	

	Explain that if it is tipping back the donkey will carry the weight on the balance strap under his/her belly. Driver at risk of falling out backwards. Remedy lower shafts, and/or move seat forwards, and/or move wheels backwards.

	
	


5) Mounting the Vehicle 

Discuss and demonstrate the correct way to mount the vehicle.

	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	a) Groom asked to stand correctly at the donkey’s head.


	
	

	b) Whip in the whip holder. 

	
	

	c) Check that the balance strap is fastened.

	
	

	d) Check the traces are the correct length. 

	
	

	e) Check the breeching is fastened on both sides, and the correct length.


	
	

	f)  Stand at the right side of the vehicle and take hold of the reins in the right hand and and hooking loose ends of of reins over little finger, keeping a light contact with the donkey’s mouth.


	
	

	g)  With left hand pick up right corner of apron and tuck into waist band ensuring that the apron does not become a trip hazard
	
	

	h) Mount up into vehicle safely

	
	

	i) Steps in and sit down immediately on the off side of the seat
	
	

	j)  Picks up the whip immediately and adjusts their reins and apron.


	
	

	k) Signals their groom to mount, or stand to the side.

	
	


6a) Rein Handling

Discuss the correct handling of the reins in the left hand.
	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	a) Reins: held in the left hand, left rein over the top finger, right rein over the ring finger, lower three fingers grip the reins thumb and first finger make the crab claw, first finger pointing towards the driver’s right hip. 


	
	

	b) The hand: four inches away from the body, just to the left of the belly button.
Finger nails just visible to the driver 

(as if he/she were holding a pocket 

watch).


	
	


6b) Use of the Whip and Right Hand

Discuss the use of the whip and the right hand to help with turns and transitions.
	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	a) Whip lash is used as an extension of the hand, as you use leg aids in riding. 


	
	

	b) Stick holds the lash in the correct position to touch the donkey.


	
	

	c) Stick not used to hit the donkey.


	
	

	d) The whip is controlled by the thumb and first finger of the right hand.


	
	

	e) Wrist rounded.

	
	

	f) Whip held at 45 degrees across and away from the body

	
	

	g) Right hand and whip held in front of the left hand.


	
	

	h) Lower three fingers of the right hand assists the left to turn and make transitions.


	
	


6c) Driving Position
Discuss the position on the box seat.
	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	a) sit upright.


	
	

	b) Shoulders just behind the seat bones on the cushion.


	
	

	c) Feet placed on the footplate or footboard.

	
	

	d) Knees slightly bent.


	
	


6d) Driving Aids

Demonstrate the correct use of aids, hands voice and whip whilst driving a figure of eight in walk, and then trot. Show controlled downward transitions
 and a rein back.
	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	a) Reins are in the left hand.


	
	

	b) Right hand assists the left in turns and transitions as appropriate.


	
	

	c) The whip is correctly balanced in the right hand. 


	
	

	d) The voice is used to instruct and praise the donkey.

	
	

	e) The whip lash is used in front of the pad upon the shoulder to assist in turns or to ask for more impulsion, if necessary.

	
	

	f) Position correct on box seat.


	
	


7) Stop / Dismount

Dismount from the vehicle in the correct manner. Candidate demonstrates how he /she can:
	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	a) Stop the donkey and asks the groom
to hold the donkey’s head.

	
	

	b) Place the whip in the whip holder, and fold the corner of the apron into the waistband.


	
	

	c) Shorten their reins and place them into right hand, keeping a light contact with the donkey’s mouth. 
(Make sure that two fingers separate each rein. If candidate tries to pull up it will be impossible with both reins trapped together as they need to be able to move their wrist to steer at the same time as stopping.) 

	
	

	d) Step out backwards, holding onto the carriage seat, keeping their weight forwards, into the vehicle until they 

bring the second leg down. 

(If the donkey rushes off when they are in this position, they will simply be thrown back into the vehicle.) 

	
	

	e) Move immediately towards the donkey’s head.

	
	

	f) Fasten up the reins in farmers loop or appropriate way on the backstrap or pad.

	
	


8. Unharness in the correct sequence with the groom to assist. Candidates demonstrate and explain how they can;
	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	Communicate well with their groom who holds the donkey correctly.


	
	

	Unfastens the breeching before the traces explaining why.

	
	

	Unfastens the traces quickly and efficiently.


	
	

	Moves the vehicle away form the donkey sliding the shafts out of the tugs.


	
	

	Unharnesses the donkey in the reverse order; rein billets only, then bridle, reins, pad, breastcollar and traces.


	
	

	Understands why they should never remove the bridle when the donkey is still in the vehicle.

	
	

	Understands they should not tie the donkey up when it is attached to the vehicle.
	
	

	
	
	


Notes: the driving element of the test should take place in a safe and enclosed area. Junior whips should wear a hat that conforms to the current BSI standards. A competent adult should be in the vehicle, or on the edge of the testing area.

Recommended Reading/ Research material

· Donkey Driving – Claxton & Ellis

· Harnessing up – Pethick & Norris

· Between the shafts (DVD) – Jane Macinnes

· British Driving Society book list

· DBS Driving leaflets

