DEWORMING

There are no hard and fast rules when it comes to deworming donkeys.  Everyone’s situation is different.  It is not in question that all equines carry worms, but it is important to keep your donkeys’ worm burden to a minimum to ensure they stay in good health and, through greater understanding, the way in which we manage this has changed over recent years.

It used to be accepted that donkeys should be dewormed on a regular basis, eg every six weeks.  However it is now considered preferable to test for the type of worms they are carrying and use the most appropriate anthelmintic (wormer).  This avoids treating them with potentially unnecessary, inappropriate, and excessive quantities of drugs.  These tests involve a simple dung sample analysis, carried out by a vet or approved laboratory, who will be able to advise on the best treatment at that time, with advice on when the next test should be undertaken.  Different types of worms may need to be treated at different times of year, eg bots in winter, tapeworm in spring and autumn, etc.  Donkeys which have been on a ‘faecal worm egg count’ regime for a number of years usually do not need worming nearly as often, if at all in some situations, thereby reducing the amount of chemicals they are given and saving costs.

Other ways in which the need to deworm your donkey can be reduced includes picking up droppings from their grazing areas on a regular basis, ie at least twice a week but more frequently if possible; and mixed grazing, which involves having sheep or cattle sharing their grazing, either simultaneously or on a rotation basis - this latter is useful if you have too much grass as the sheep/cattle can eat it down before the donkeys are allowed access.

There are many brands of wormer, but just a limited number of active ingredients, and some wormers are type-specific whilst others cover a broader spectrum.  They also come in a variety of forms, such as paste in a syringe, granules, liquid or tablet.  Pastes tend to be favoured as they are quickly and precisely administered.  Not all wormers are licensed for donkeys, but most are used by donkey owners with no ill effects.

More information can be found in our book ‘Keeping Your Donkey Healthy - An Owners Guide’ by Janet Eley BVSC MRCVS available from the DBS Secretary.

