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                                                              OBJECTIVE


To get to know your donkey and to demonstrate the points below in the company of an examiner.  


Please ensure you are wearing suitable clothing/footwear.





1.	Approach a donkey


2.	Put on a headcollar and lead rope


3.	Brush a donkey all over


4.	Walk your donkey round in a large circle, with the examiner by your side and demonstrate how you come to a halt safely and correctly.


                               ****************************************************


When you have passed this test you will receive the


Introductory Award Certificate and Rosette


 


 























Why Does it Matter?


Unless an owner planning to breed from their donkey wants it to matter, it won’t,  in the same way that an owner who systematically neglects their donkey doesn’t want or see any reason to care for them properly.


For the owner/breeder who does care the studbook and the information stored within its pages is a springboard to improvement and recognition.  Every animal has antecedents, mother, father, grandparents and great grandparents;  for many donkeys though these ancestors just happen to be unrecorded and therefore un-recognised;  the important element that places one donkey apart from another is in the recording of the detail and recognition of the impact that specific liaisons can have on the breed.  


How does it work?


Each year the Stud book lists not only the new donkeys entered on the various registers but also stallions and mares from the Pedigree Studbook and Improving registers who are actively breeding. Their names appear followed by a list of their progeny allowing you to see the percentage proportion of colts to fillies or even of greys to browns, skewbalds to strawberry roans; in fact studbooks are the means to hours of reading and analysis; just decide what it is you would like to know and go looking.


Thirty three years of the Donkey Breed Society Studbook has recorded the breeding history of some  0000000  donkeys in its Pedigree section, although it does have to be said that at the outset little was known about those listed in volumes 1 and 2, and they were listed on application rather than merit; this shortcoming was recognised in 1980?? and remedied with the introduction of a more formal and subjective selection process using veterinary certification and lay inspectors and latterly through veterinary inspection for freedom from hereditary defects and diseases using a specialist equine vet appointed by the Donkey Breed Society. 


Despite their parent’s exalted status there were instances where progeny either failed or were not put forward for inspection within a prescribed timescale, resulting in their relegation to the General Register. Over years this register has grown to be the largest as it now lists not only donkeys which have not been inspected but also those donkeys whose pedigrees do not meet the criteria for Studbook entry,  the details of any donkey for whom only limited information is available, and the one element that can have no impact on the breed, the geldings.


The Improving Registers which now number some ????   entries were introduced to bridge the gap between the inspected highs but relatively small gene pool of the Pedigree Studbook and the unregulated but larger gene pool present in the General Register.  The donkeys listed on them are arguably the most valuable asset to any breeder as they can be used to introduce the new bloodlines that every critical breeder needs from time to time.   By returning the progeny of a General Register parent and a Studbook registered parent, recorded as 1st Generation Improving, to an appropriate studbook registered mare or stallion, the progeny becomes eligible for a 2nd Generation Improving and so on to 3rd Generation Improving at which stage the progeny becomes eligible for inspection at 4 years of age for entry to the Pedigree Studbook,  providing the pedigree for that donkey  meets the criteria for studbook entry 


The Foreign Register is a first generation only register for entry to the Donkey Breed Society Studbook,  in that specific foreign breeds should preferably have their progeny where it is the progeny of a stallion and mare of identified donkey type or breed registered in the studbook specific to their country of origin, as it will not be recognised by them otherwise. Following EEC legislation introduced in 1996 to harmonise studbooks across Europe, the progeny of an imported donkey with a pedigree recorded in its country of origin and a donkey registered in section A or B of the Pedigree register in the UK must be registered in the same Pedigree register, but will not progress through veterinary inspection unless its own pedigree meets the required criteria of four recorded generations with no inbreeding.


Breeding a foreign bred mare or stallion, whether registered in their country of origin or not,  to a mare or stallion registered in the Donkey Breed Society Pedigree Studbook would result in progeny eligible for the 1st Generation Improving Register, and a mare or stallion registered in any other register to progeny eligible for registration in the General Register.  The exception to this being imported miniature donkeys, whose progeny would be eligible for the Miniature Register providing they meet the maximum height criteria.


The Miniature Register contains details of  donkeys which meet the entry criteria for height at maturity and the Miniature Progeny Register the progeny of two recorded miniature parents. Progeny from only one verified miniature parent and one standard parent would be entered onto the General Register and the entry noted.


Veterinary Inspected Only Donkeys are listed in their own category within the stud book but are donkeys which do not meet inspection criteria for the Pedigree Studbook as being the progeny of two Pedigree Studbook parents, but  have been inspected by a Veterinary Surgeon appointed by the donkey Breed Society and themselves passed as free  from hereditary defects and diseases making them a valuable source of a potentially unrelated bloodline.





A copy of the Stud Book Rules is available on request from the Studbook Registrar.














 














 INTRODUCTORY AWARD


May be taken by DBS adults and juniors, (minimum age: 6 years)








Secretary (and registered address): Mrs Carol Morse, The Hermitage, Pootings, Edenbridge, Kent, TN8 6SD Telephone: 01732 864414	Web Site: www.donkeybreedsociety.co.uk
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The Donkey Breed Society offers free advice in good faith in all matters relating to donkeys. However the Society, its Officers, servants and agents will accept no legal responsibility whatsoever for any such advice given, or for any act or omission arising from it, save as provided for by the Unfair Contract Terms Act 1977
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