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Hello Everyone,

I guess nothing stays the same – things move on and we have to accept change, but at least we can have many happy memories of times shared, events enjoyed together and many, many new friends.  I’m saying all this because with great reluctance I have to announce that Sheila Bell has decided to resign from her position of Area Representative for Herefordshire.  Sheila has held this position since the spring of 1997 and has been a vital link in this Region, a huge help to me and a source of great friendship, encouragement and advice to everyone with whom she came into contact.  Sheila would still like to hear from anyone who would like a chat or to visit her and will remain involved with the DBS.  Thank you Sheila for such a huge contribution over the last 22 years.

Stepping into her shoes is Lucy Evans, who has held the position of Assistant Area Representative for Herefordshire for the past 18 months.  Lucy would love to hear from you so please contact her (details above) and tell her about your donkeys.  If you have any problems at all that you would like to have help with, contact Lucy, and if she cannot help you she will refer you on to someone who hopefully can do so.  Thank you Lucy for taking on the role of an Area Representative – it’s a lovely job.
Sue Jones has very kindly agreed to be the new Assistant Area Representative for Herefordshire.  Sue would also welcome any person who wants to talk about the care and welfare of donkeys, or any problem whatever, to feel free to contact her (details above).
Sadly we also have to accept the resignation of Janet Parsons, Assistant Area Representative for Gloucestershire and North Somerset.  Thank you Janet for your help and support – it has been greatly appreciated.

Our Region has been active already this year with Easter services with donkeys in attendance, open days and visits to elderly folk.  We were again involved with the Countytastic Show at the Malvern Showgrounds on the 18th April.  Judy and Rupert Lane brought their donkey, Lilly, to be on our stand and did a fantastic job of meeting the people and answering constant questions about the care and welfare of donkeys.  My thanks to Angela and Kate Scales, Rosie Moritz, Anna Turner and Sheila and Sharon Bell who helped me on the stand selling Donkey Sanctuary goods, helping children collect and colour donkey pictures and generally talking to the public about donkeys.  It was an exhausting day but well worth all the effort. 
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We also had a fantastic day on the 5th May when 19 people attended at my home in North Littleton, Worcestershire to hear two Talks by members of staff from The Donkey Sanctuary, Sidmouth, Devon.  The first Talk was by Donkey Sanctuary Welfare Advisor, Georgia McCormick, about the differences between donkeys and horses which means differences in their care and welfare.  We also had an amazing power-point presentation by Gemma Lilly and Lee Gosden, Equine Dental Technicians, about Donkey Dentistry.  We were shown how the teeth develop and erupt, the mechanics of chewing and some of the common problems found in donkeys’ mouths, for example overgrowths of sharp points causing ulcers in tongue and cheeks, gaps between the teeth trapping foreign objects or food, missing teeth allowing the opposing tooth to grow into the space, gum disease and a lot more.  Gemma gave us suggestions for identifying  a donkey is having trouble with his teeth, some of which were: quidding and/or difficulty chewing, strong smelling mouth, nasal discharge, excessive salivation, behavioural changes, long stem fibres in faeces, colic episodes, gum disease, no desire to eat and unexplained weight loss.  It was emphasised that donkeys need to have their teeth checked from a very early age to ensure the baby teeth are erupting correctly and not causing trouble for the permanent teeth coming through.  The recommendation was that all donkeys should have their teeth routinely checked every 12 months.  After the Talks five donkeys and two mules had their teeth examined or worked on.  The ages of the donkeys were between 11 months and 32 years giving a very good example of how the teeth develop and some of the problems that can be found.  Many thanks to Georgia, Gemma and Lee for a very interesting and informative day.  Donations of £65 were received and sent to the Donkey Sanctuary as a small way of saying thank you for a really excellent day.
*****
Webster Fund  This year the Webster Fund is raising money to support the purchasing of equipment for the new Donkey Hospital at the Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary in Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, Wallngford, Near Didcot, Oxfordshire.  If you wish to participate with any event for example a Walk, Picnic, coffee morning etc a sponsorship form can be sent to you – please contact the Island Farm Sanctuary on 01491 833938, Peter Scales on 01367 240163 or Claire Harper on 01386 833524.  
On the 12th May a Webster Walk was held at Colleymore Farm, Great Coxwell, Oxfordshire, organised by Angela and Peter Scales.  44 people attended with 4 donkeys, 1 mule, 3 Shetlands and 4 dogs.  We had a wonderful day at a beautiful location with activities for the children including a Treasure Hunt, a Lucky Dip and a Fancy Hat competition which was won by Rosie Moritz.  Over £600 was raised for equipment for the Island Farm Donkey Hospital.
King’s Heath Show on the 27th May, although unaffiliated this year, had a few donkeys entered.  We will continue to encourage people to take their donkeys to this show as it is a perfect opportunity for people to take inexperienced donkeys into a showing experience.  Hopefully the donkey classes will continue but it needs our support or the classes will not be included in future shows.  
On the 2nd June Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary again held their annual Donkey Show, which apart from one downpour of rain, was greatly enjoyed.  Thank you very much to John McLaren and his team of helpers at Island Farm and all the people who helped to organise the classes, set out the courses, prepare the Trophies and rosettes and the participants themselves for again making this a lovely day. 
*****
Future Events in 2019: 
(Please check the dates with the organisors of the events you are interested in – unfortunately things can change.  If you have booked in for an event you will be notified of any changes.)  
Please support the Shows if you are able to do so – at all of them we are in danger of losing the donkey classes if there is not enough support with donkey and mule entries. 
Equine ‘Flu:  Because of the current situation with Equine ‘Flu possibly becoming more widespread, if you intend transporting your donkey or mule to another premises or Show, please check with the owner of the premises or the Show Secretary well in advance of your journey to ensure that your donkey will be covered to the specifications they require.  Remember to carry your donkey or mule’s passport.
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9th June  -  A Day With Donkeys, Brook Stud, Sodom Lane, Grittenham, Wiltshire, SN15 4JY.  10.30am – 2.30pm. Picnic refreshments provided.  £8 for the day.  A perfect opportunity to Long-rein and Drive with expert guidance from Angela Scales and Hazel Woodbridge.  Organised by Judy Lane.  Please let Judy know of your attendance, with or without donkeys, and for more details of the day on 01285 821444 or email: jml.267@btinternet.com
16th June  -  Three Counties Show, Malvern.  Donkey classes start at 8.30a.m in the Worcester Ring.  For information contact the Show Secretary: Ms Betsy Branyan on 01684 584930 or email: equineteam@threecounties.co.uk
30th June  -  WHITELION DONKEYS AND PERCHERONS .  Lucy Evans and her family would like to invite you for a light lunch and a relaxing afternoon to meet their Donkeys and Percheron horses at Lucy’s home at Stanley Villa, Kinnersley, Herefordshire, HR3 6NY.  The event will start at 1.00 pm.  We will have the farrier giving a short talk on Captain’s feet, a demonstration of plaiting a Percheron’s mane and tail and there will be donkey and horse vehicles on show.  A raffle in aid of Island Farm Donkey Hospital will be held.  If you would like to bring your donkeys along please feel free to do so.  For information phone Lucy on 07786 062719, 01544 327017 or email: lucy.evans@swissfish.co.uk 
Please let Lucy know if you will be able to participate.
7th July  -  Webster Walk in North Littleton, Near Evesham, Worcs.  Just a simple walk round the village with donkeys, followed by a picnic in the garden.  Everyone welcome.  Please contact Claire Harper if you would like to attend – contact details above.  
14th July  -  Hereford Summer Luncheon at the home of Sheila Bell, Balliswood, Little Dewchurch, Hereford, HR2 6PP.  We will have a table full of nic-nacs, donkey books and donkey equipment for sale.  There will be a raffle – donations of suitable prizes very welcome.  Please contact Sheila if you would like to attend: 01432 840226 or email: s.bell20@btinternet.com 

21st July  -  Donkey Behaviour Training with Sue and John Jones, Old Shawl’s Farm, Craswell, Hereford, HR2 0PW.  Please contact Sue and John on 01981 510269 or email: siouxdoyle@hotmail.co.uk  for information.
4th August  -  Webster Walk and picnic (bring your own supplies) at The Grove, King’s Lane, Snitterfield, Stratford on Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 0QA.  Organised by Anna Turner. 01789 730039  gardenia.soft.furnishings@btinternet.com  All welcome.
17th & 18th August  -  Championship Donkey Show, Moreton Morrel, Warwickshire.  Help is always needed with the running of the Show – if you feel you could help a little, even if only for an hour or so, please contact the Championship Show Chairman, Carole Travell on 07889 162715 or email: caroletravell@btinternet.com
1st September – Wiltshire Donkey Show, Warminster Saddle Club, Warminster, Wiltshire. BA12 0DZ.  Sec. Maureen Thorne -  02380 860876.  Email: mothorne24@gmail.com

www.wiltshiredonkeyshow.co.uk for information.
8th September  -  Open Day at SPEAR (Sue Pike Equine and Animal Rescue) Near Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire.  mail@spearcharity.org.uk  01926 842129
15th September  -  Fun Donkey Day, Crofts Barn, Epwell, Near Banbury, Oxon.  Organised by Stephanie Clark. For information contact Stephanie on  07990 517272, 01295 236101 or email: stephanie.j.clark@icloud.com   Activities to be decided – what would you like to do?  Everyone welcome and please bring your own donkeys if you would like to do so – plenty of parking and turning room for trailers etc.
28th & 29th September  -  Malvern Autumn Show.  Donkeys and helpers on the DBS PR stand needed – if you would like to assist please contact Claire Harper.  Lovely, friendly and very busy weekend.
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6th October  -  Donkey Breed Society Test Day.  Please let Claire Harper know if you interested in learning more about the DBS Tests.
20th October – Webster Walk at Duntisbourne Abbots, Gloucestershire.  Organised by Judy Lane.  Contact Judy for further details on 01285 821444 or email: jml.267@btinternet.com
13th November - Talk by the staff of the Flicka Foundation Donkey Sanctuary in Cornwall, which the Webster Fund supported in 2018.  Duntisbourne Abbots Village Hall, Near Cirencester, Glos.  The Talk will start at 11.00am followed by lunch, which will be provided, at 1.00pm.  Donations at the door for Flicka.  Finish by 2.30pm.  For information please contact Judy Lane on 01285 821445 or email: jml.267@btinternet.com
1st December  -  Regional Meeting followed by the Christmas Lunch Get-Together to be held at the home of Liz and Ian Harris, Upper Duckswich Cottage, Welland Road, Upton on Severn, Worcs. WR8 0SN.  01684 591444.
*****

Wednesday Donkey Days  -  Every Wednesday is an open day at Claire Harper’s home,  near Evesham in Worcestershire.  Anyone can join in, membership of the DBS is not necessary, you do not need to actually own a donkey and it doesn’t matter where you live – you are welcome to come along and enjoy a relaxed, informal day, or maybe only an hour or so, with Claire’s donkeys.  We do all sorts of activities, for example grooming, going for a walk, long-reining, discussions about welfare, health or training concerns, or just having a quiet time in the company of donkeys.  Very often the group is very small – sometimes only 1 or 2 people.  There is no charge and you are welcome to bring a picnic lunch and stay for as long as you wish.  If you would like to participate, or just find out what happens, please contact Claire on 01386 833524 or email:  cj_harper@hotmail.com
All of the Area Representatives and Assistant Area Representatives and myself, would love to hear from you.  Even if you haven’t a problem you need help with, it is lovely to hear how you are getting on and I’m sure there are many stories about your donkeys you would like to share.  If you cannot transport your donkeys you are still very welcome to participate in any of the events listed, including the Webster Walks or fun days.  Very often there is a donkey you could borrow!
For up-to-date information about the Donkey Breed Society as a whole, please check the DBS Website: www.donkeybreedsociety.co.uk  and go to ‘Our Charity’ then scroll down to the West Region.  If you would like to join the local West Region Facebook site, and add comments or photos, please do so on:  

donkeybreedsociety/west region or contact our Facebook editor Stephanie Clarke on 07990 517272 or email: stephanie.j.clark@icloud.com.  
Finally - we are collecting donkey gear and paraphernalia (but not harness, saddles or bridles) to be donated to the Flicka Foundation Donkey Sanctuary in Cornwall – to be given to them when they visit us on the 13th November.  Anything you think would be of use to them, for example, rugs, grooming gear, head-collars etc would be suitable, plus home-made gifts suitable for their Sanctuary shop would be welcome.  Please contact Claire Harper if you have anything you feel would be suitable.
Best wishes to everyone for a busy and happy summer with your donkeys and mules,

Anna, Deirdre, John, Judy, Lucy, Rochelle,

 Shoshana, Stephanie and Claire.
Editor of this Newsletter:  Claire Harper, West Side, North Littleton, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8QP.
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