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September 2019

Hello Everyone,

There have been quite a few events taking place across our Region during the summer:
9th June – Fun Day With Donkeys – Judy Lane, Area Representative for Gloucestershire, organised this day held near Grittenham in Wiltshire.  Angela Scales and Hazel Woodbridge instructed several people in long-reining and driving donkeys, followed by a country lane drive.  Please see Judy’s News from Gloucestershire for a more detailed report and photographs of this excellent day.
30th June – Whitelion Donkeys and Percherons – organised by Lucy Evans, Area Representative for Hereford, and held at her home near Kinnersley, Herefordshire.  Please see Lucy’s report for more details of this lovely event. 
7th July – Worcestershire Webster Walk – The Walk was held in the village of North Littleton with 10 people, 2 donkeys and 2 dogs enjoying a quiet walk around the village on a very warm day.  The return to the shade of the gazebo and trees was appreciated and drinks and a picnic lunch were greatly enjoyed.  Money raised on the day amounted to £146.76, and this, plus money collected previously from the proceeds of a bric-a-brac stall and hand printed cards, amounted to £264.14 which has been sent to Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary to assist with the purchase of equipment for their Donkey Hospital.
14th July – Hereford Summer Luncheon – Sheila Bell again hosted her lovely Summer Luncheon at her home in Herefordshire.  Approximately 35 people attended and enjoyed excellent catering organised by Jane Ward and her family.  Donations were received and a raffle was held which resulted in £265.00 being sent to SHADH (Safe Haven for Donkeys in the Holy Land).

21st July -  Donkey Behaviour Training Day – John and Sue Jones hosted this very interesting and valuable instructional day at their home near Craswell, Herefordshire.  Nine people attended and worked with Sue’s lovely donkeys Ned, Robin, Ted, Sam, Betty and Mabel.  Sue and John’s training concepts are based on finding the lightest possible way of training with patience and kindness.  John has been around horses for over 30 years, a holder of the Monty Roberts Prelim Certificate and was an Intelligent Horsemanship Recommended Associate for 20 years.  He hold clinics or one to one consultations where clients and their horses can learn at their own pace, gaining confidence, be more at one with the horse and learn to achieve their goals without force.

The day started with a Talk by Sue explaining the methods she uses with donkeys and demonstrating the use of the rope training halter and a long lead or lunge line.  A halter made of rope means that the pressure applied is more clearly defined than if the donkey was wearing a webbing or leather head collar.  This allows you to apply a variety of levels of pressure.  The halter is designed and fitted to be comfortable and lightweight for the donkey, while giving the handler greater control, therefore if proper techniques of pressure and release are used, the halter becomes an effective training aid.  Instant release is important as this gives immediate reward, in fact even the slightest try by the donkey should be rewarded by instant release.
After practicing leading with the donkeys in the barn we went to the outdoor school where a couple of ‘challenges’ had been prepared.  The donkeys were introduced to a hoop through which eventually they all walked, and a tarpaulin laid on the ground to walk over.  Everyone had the chance to practice leading the donkeys.

After lunch we went on a Foraging and Enrichment walk collecting hazel and ash leaves, mint and chamomile and on our return distributed the leaves throughout the barn amongst the eating straw.  The donkeys were let into the barn and it was fascinating to see which donkeys preferred what plant – the hazel leaves were definitely the most popular.  We also talked about giving the donkeys some sort of enrichment when they were confined to a barn, stable or yard and objects such as old boots with laces and buckles removed, buckets with handles removed, short lengths of hose pipes, logs, ash branches and many more were suggested.
Thank you Sue and John for a very interesting and beneficial day – I am sure we all went away with plenty to think about how we can improve the handling and training of our donkeys.

*****

Future Events:
Sunday 15th September 2019

Donkey Show Preparation & Ring Craft Day
Venue:  Crofts Barn, Epwell, Banbury, Oxfordshire OX 15 6LR

Arrive at 10.30am for 11.00am start – finishing approximately 3.00pm
Tea and Coffee provided, please bring a packed lunch

Charge for the Day: £5 - £10 donation (or more!) to the Webster Fund this year supporting the Island Farm Donkey Hospital, Oxfordshire.

Contact details:  stephanie.j.clark@icloud.com or 07990 517272

We will be having a talk with demonstrations and a question and answers session on how to prepare our donkeys, and ourselves, for the Show Ring, both in their appearance and learning the procedure in the Ring.  Our instructor for the day is Julie Boyce who has been breeding and showing donkeys very successfully for many years.  Julie judged donkey classes this year at the Royal Three Counties Show, Malvern and at the Donkey Breed Championship Show, Moreton Morrell, Warwickshire.  If we have time we will also be able to have a lovely off-road walk around Stephanie and Wayne’s property.  Everyone welcome even if not members of the DBS.  If you would like to bring your own donkeys please contact Stephanie in advance – plenty of parking space and turning room for trailers etc.  Please contact Stephanie to book a place and to obtain any further information.
*****

28/29 September – Malvern Autumn Show.    Please contact Claire Harper if you would like to be involved with our stand at this lovely show, either to bring your own donkeys, to lend a hand on the stand selling Donkey Sanctuary goods, or just to be prepared to talk to the public, promoting donkeys and the DBS.  Claire’s contact details at the head of this Newsletter.
20th October – Gloucestershire Webster Donkey Walk at Duntisbourne Abbots, Near Cirencester, Gloucestershire.  Raising funds for the Island Farm Donkey Hospital equipment.  For information please contact the organisor, Judy Lane – contact details at the head of this Newsletter.

27th October – DBS Silver Test Day  (Please note date postponed from the 6th October).  Please contact Claire Harper if you are interested in learning more about the DBS Tests for both adults and children.  The tests cover most aspects of donkey ownership and are interesting and beneficial.
13th November – Flicka Foundation Donkey Sanctuary, Cornwall – a Talk about the Sanctuary, which the Webster Fund supported in 2018, is to be held in the village hall at Duntisbourne Abbots, Near Cirencester, Gloucestershire.  The Talk will start at11.00am followed by lunch, which will be provided at 1.00pm.  Donations at the door for the Flicka Sanctuary.  Finish by 2.30pm.  For information please contact Judy Lane – contact details at the head of this Newsletter.

If anyone has any donkey or horse equipment in good condition, (but not saddles, bridles or harness,) which can be donated to Flicka, please either bring it to the Talk or let Judy Lane or Claire Harper have it beforehand and it will be passed on to the Flicka representative on the day.  Suggestions of possible donations are rugs, buckets, grooming brushes, head-collars, donkey books in good condition, hand-made toys or handicrafts or anything that they could either use or sell to raise much-needed funds for the Sanctuary.  If you cannot attend the Talk but wish to give a donation please send it to Judy Lane - contact details at the top of this letter.
1st December – Annual West Region Meeting followed by the Christmas Lunch and Get-Together – to be held at the home of Liz and Ian Harris, Upper Duckswich Cottage, Welland Road, Upton on Severn, Worcestershire, WR8 0SN.  Arrive at 11.00am for coffee etc.  Regional Meeting starts at 11.30am with lunch approximately at 1.00pm.  Finishes at 3.30pm.  This event is a lovely way to not only learn about the work that goes on behind the scenes in trying to make this Region active and enthusiastic, but also gives a great opportunity for re-newing acquaintances, meeting people and making new friends.  We need your involvement and interest in order for our bit of the DBS to be able to continue to be exciting and innovative, welcoming and friendly.  Everybody has something they can offer, be it holding an event, coming up with good ideas, taking on administrative responsibilities, welcoming and chatting to new people, or even just volunteering to make the tea and coffee.
At the Christmas Lunch we all contribute something to the table – this way everyone feels they can be involved.  Please contact the host – Liz Harris – to discuss what you would like to bring on 01684 591444 or email: lizrharris5@gmail.com
A raffle will be held in aid of the Webster Fund – please bring something suitable, preferably with a donkey related or Christmas theme.

*****
Please check the dates with the organisors of the events you are interested in – unfortunately things can change.  If you have booked in for an event you will be notified of any changes.  
Best wishes to everyone,

Anna, Deirdre, John, Judy, Lucy, Rochelle,

 Shoshana, Stephanie, Sue and Claire.
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