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PART I

THE BRITISH STUD BOOK OF THE DONKEY BREED SOCIETY

This contains the particulars of the following donkeys: -

Stud Book Registered Stallions 
Stud Book Registered Mares 
Progeny of the above 
                    (Providing they are not inbred and the parents were 4 years or over at time of covering will  

                      be registered as Progeny Colts and Progeny Fillies)

The Progeny of those Stallions and those Mares, will at the age of 4 years be transferred to the Adult section of the Pedigree Stud Book without further inspection but in accordance with EU Commission Decision 96/78 and their records identified as uninspected. 
These same progeny may be submitted for Inspection for freedom from hereditary diseases and defects at or after the age of 4 years and if successful, their records amended so that they are  identified as Stallions or Mares of Excellence.
The Society will enter into the breeding book animals of the same breed where eligible for entry in the society’s breed criteria without discrimination on account of their country of origin.  
PART II

THE IMPROVING DONKEY REGISTER

1.
This Register contains the particulars of donkeys which are the progeny of a Stallion or Mare in the Stud Book and a Mare (of four years or over at the time of covering) or a Stallion in the General Donkey Register, or the progeny of two Stud Book registered parents who do not have three clear generations in their immediate pedigrees.

2.
The progeny of a Stallion or Mare in the Stud Book , and a mare or stallion registered in the General Register, will be registered as 'first generation' in the Improving Donkey Register.

The Progeny of a donkey registered as "first generation" in the Improving Donkey Register and a donkey entered in the Stud Book will be registered as "second generation" in the Improving Donkey Register.

The Progeny from a donkey registered as "second generation" in the improving Donkey Register and a donkey entered in the Stud Book will be registered as "third generation" in the Improving Donkey Register.

3.
Only the "third generation" of donkeys registered in the Improving Donkey  Register, between the ages off our and eight years will be considered for Inspection for entry in the Stud Book, save that a donkey being the progeny of an uninspected mare or stallion entered on the General Register, and a Stud Book Registered Mare or Stallion and recorded as ‘first or second generation’ which can provide a pedigree that conforms to requirements for Stud Book Registration, and which can be verified through the Published Stud Books of the Donkey Breed Society, may be put forward for inspection at the age of four years and if successful be registered in the appropriate adult Pedigree Stud Book.
4.
The progeny of a donkey in the lmproving Donkey Register and one in the General Donkey Register will be registered in the General Donkey Register

5.
The progeny of both parents registered in the Improving Donkey Register will be registered in the General Donkey Register.

6.
If a donkey in the Improving Donkey Register fails its Inspection, or is not inspected and entered in the Stud Book, it will be transferred to the General Donkey Register.

THE GENERAL DONKEY REGISTER

l.
This Register contains the particulars of stallions, mares, colts, fillies or geldings, whether or not owned by a Member, which are not entered in the Stud Book or registered in any of its Ancillary Registers (except the Miniature Register).

2.
The progeny of a Stallion and a Mare registered in the General Donkey Register can only be registered in this Register.

3.
The progeny of a Stallion or a Mare (of four years or over at the time of covering) registered in the General Donkey Register and a Mare or Stallion entered in the Stud Book will be registered in the Improving Donkey Register.

4.
The progeny of a donkey in the improving Donkey Register and one in the General Donkey Register will be registered in the General Donkey Register.

5.
From and including the year 2004 no donkey registered in the General Donkey Register will be eligible to be inspected for the Stud Book.

6.
The progeny of a Stallion or a Mare, either or both of which were less than 4 years old at the time of Covering will be registered in the General Donkey Register.

THE FOREIGN DONKEY REGISTER

1.
This Register contains the registration of donkeys registered in Stud Books maintained by recognised Societies or Associations of another country.

2.
Registration in this Register will follow the production to the Stud Book Registrar of the appropriate registration documents (or.certified copies) issued by the foreign Society or Association.
THE MINIATURE DONKEY REGISTER

1.
This Register contains the registration of donkeys which are aged four Years or over and have been certified by any Veterinary Surgeon as being under 36 inches (91.5cms or 9hh)

2.
Upon production to the Stud Book Registrar of the certificate of height and proof of age, the donkey will be registered in this Register, but will retain its entry in the Stud Book, Improving, General or Foreign Registers, as the case may be.

PART III
RULES AND REGULATIONS 
1.
ENTRY IN THE BRITISH STUD BOOK OF THE DONKEY BREED SOCIETY

(a)
A donkey will only be considered for Progeny Registration and subsequent entry in the Stud Book at four years of age if the application is made to the Stud Book Registrar by the Member owning the donkey and the donkey is the progeny of a Stud Book Registered Stallion and a Stud Book Registered Mare providing:-
(i)     A Donkey Breed Society covering certificate ‘mare portion’ is attached to the application for      

          Registration/ passport issue and matches the information contained on the ‘stallion portion’ which         

          must have been lodged with the Stud Book Registrar after covering has taken place; or an Artificial    

          Insemination Certificate. (Note: - Application for entry of a foal must be made before the age of six 

          months or the end of the year of its birth whichever comes first)

(ii)    Both the Sire and the  Dam  each have three clear generations in their immediate Pedigrees without    

         any of their ancestors being repeated, or where they are without verified ancestry but have been 
         accepted following Inspection prior to 2006.     In the Pedigree of a donkey, one ancestor may be 
         repeated twice, but then only after (and not including) the great grandparents' generation.

(iii)    The Section of the Stud Book is marked ‘Not Inspected’

 2.   INSPECTION FOR MERIT ENTRY IN THE STUD BOOK OF THE DONKEY BREED         

       SOCIETY 
(a)       A Donkey registered within the  Stud Book, may at four years of age be Inspected for Freedom  

           from Hereditary Diseases and Defects by a Veterinary Surgeon appointed  by the Donkey Breed 

           Society for that purpose, and if the donkey passes a further ‘Merit Entry’ be made in a list of 
           ‘Inspected  Donkeys’ in the current Stud Book Volume.

(i) it is the Progeny of a Stud Book Registered Stallion and a Stud Book Registered Mare entered in the Stud Book and is aged between four and eight years

OR,

(ii) it is a donkey registered in the Improving Donkey Register which is eligible for inspection (see Part 11 para 3).

(b)
No donkey will be considered for entry in the Stud Book (even if recommended by Inspection) unless both its Sire and its Dam each have three clear generations in their immediate Pedigrees without any of their ancestors being repeated. In the Pedigree of a donkey, one ancestor may be repeated twice, but then only after (and not including) the great grandparents' generation.

2.       PROCEDURE FOR INSPECTION FOR  MERIT ENTRY IN THE BRITISH STUD BOOK

(a)
A Member wishing to apply for his or her donkey to be inspected for entry in the Stud Book should apply to the Stud Book Registrar who will send an application form and identification document for completion and return by the Member.

(b)
Upon receipt of the completed and signed application form, identification document and the Inspection Fee the Stud Book Registrar will: -

(i) notify the Member and the Veterinary Surgeon of the date, time and venue of the Inspection at which the Member (or an appointed nominee) should attend with the donkey and subsequently

(ii) notify the Member of the result of the Inspection.
(c)
At the Inspection the Veterinary Surgeon will be required to examine the donkey for freedom from hereditary disease, faults and defects and complete a Certificate as to his or her findings and hand the Certificate to the Committee Representative present. In the absence of the Committee Representative the Veterinary Surgeon should send the Certificate by post in the stamped addressed envelope provided.

(d)
In the event of the Veterinary Surgeon issuing a Certificate unfavourable to the donkey the Applicant may, within six weeks of being notified of the result of the Inspection and the reason for failure, apply to the Stud Book Registrar for the appointment of an Appeal Veterinary Surgeon (who may be the Applicant's own Veterinary Surgeon). If the Appeal Veterinary Surgeon's opinion differs from that of the Veterinary Surgeon a Second Appeal Veterinary Surgeon will be appointed by the Society. The decision of this Second Appeal Veterinary Surgeon will be final. The Appeal Veterinary Surgeons may only adjudicate on the reason/s for the original failure. The costs for any first arid second Appeals will be borne by the applicant, however in the event that the donkey is eventually accepted for inclusion in the Stud Book, the Society vill reimburse the costs for the second Appeal.

(e)
Results of all Inspections and Appeals are the property of the Society and may be made available to Members at the discretion of the Committee.

3.
VENUE FOR INSPECTIONS

Centre Inspections will be held at a venue which is approved by the Committee. A Private Inspection may be held at a venue of the Member's choice.
4.         REGISTRATION IN THE ANCILLARY REGISTERS

(a)
An application for the registration of a donkey in the Stud Book or the improving Donkey Register can only be made by the Member owning that donkey.

(b)
An application for the registration of any equine in any Ancillary Register (apart from the Improving Donkey Register) may be made by the person owning the equine.
The equine will be placed in the appropriate Ancillary Register as determined by its breed.

(c)
Application forms for registration in an Ancillary Register must be obtained from the Stud Book Registrar, completed in all respects, signed and returned with the appropriate fees.

(d)
Application forms for registration in the Improving Donkey Register must be accompanied by either a Covering Certificate issued by the Society, or an Artificial Insemination Certificate.

5.
FEES AND EXPENSES

The Fees and Expenses for Registrations, Inspections and Transfers within the Stud Book and the Ancillary Registers are advertised regularly in the Society's publications. Inspection Fees and Expenses will vary according to whether they are being held at a Centre or upon private property. All Fees and Expenses must be paid in advance, except that the Fee for the registration of a donkey bred beyond the British Isles will be assessed by the Committee at the time of application and must be paid before the application is processed.

6.         RESERVATION AND REGISTRATION OF A PREFIX OR A SUFFIX

(a)
A Member can reserve, with the consent of Council and registration with the Central Prefix Register, the exclusive right to use a name as a Prefix or as a Suffix. on payment of the appropriate fee.
(b)
No change in the name of a Registered Equine will be recognised by the Society, thus no Prefix or Suffix can be added to the name of an Equine once it has been entered in the Stud Book or any of its Ancillary Registers.

(c)
No Prefix or Suffix may be used until it is registered with the Central Prefix Register through the Stud Book Registrar.

(d)
No equine will be accepted for entry in the Stud Book or its Ancillary Registers with a name: -

(i) which includes a Prefix and a Suffix

(ii) longer than twenty five letters (including Prefix or Suffix and spaces)

(iii) which is the same as (or so similar as could cause confusion with) a name already entered in the Stud Book or its Ancillary Register. (iv) which includes initials, numerals, apostrophes or hyphens, etc.

(v) which in the opinion of the Committee or the Central Prefix Register is likely to prove misleading, undesirable or offensive in English or other language.

(e)        A Prefix or a Suffix must consist of one word only of either: -
             (i) a geographical name or locality, or

            (ii) a distinctive name of one word

(f)
A Prefix or Suffix may only be registered in the name of an individual but may be used by a family member or partner provided that written consent is give to the Stud Book Registrar.

(g)
A Prefix or Suffix once registered cannot be used again within seventy-five years by another person or transferred without the previous consent of its registered owner.

(h)
A registered Prefix or Suffix may be bequeathed by the Will of its owner, or by Deed of Gift, to another person and it will be transferred by the Stud Book Registrar upon being provided with suitable proof of the Gift.

(i)
A Prefix may only be used for equines bred by the owner of that Prefix. The Breeder of an equine is the registered owner, or lessee, of the Mare at the time of foaling.

(j)
A Suffix may only be used by the owner of the Suffix on a previously unregistered equine of unknown breeding. Where the breeding is known the breeder's prefix must be used.
7.      NOTIFICATION AS REQUIRED BY THE HORSE PASSPORTS REGULATIONS  
The Stud Book Registrar/ Passport Adminstrator  must be notified by the owner of a donkey as soon as practicable of any of the following: -

(a)
Any change of ownership by the completion of a Certificate of Transfer.  Where an equine is owned by two or more people they must all sign the Certificate.

(b)
The Lease of an equine by giving the name and address of the lessee and stating the period of the Lease. The lessee will be responsible for the completion of any necessary documentation in relation to the registration of any progeny.

(c)
The freeze-branding or microchipping or other permanent marking of all equine for identification purposes
(d)        The death of an equine by giving date of death, and, if possible, its cause.

(e)
The castration of an equine by providing a certificate or letter of confirmation of the date of the castration.
9.        ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION

No discrimination will be made against equines produced by artificial reproductive methods.

PART IV

DEFINITIONS

"The Society" means the Donkey Breed Society

"Stud Book Registered Stallions" and "Stud Book Registered Mares" mean donkey Stallions and Mares

(a) which are respectively entered in Section A and Section B of the British Stud Book as at 
  31st  December 2006 or

(b) the ones which are entered in the British Stud Book following successful Inspection.
"Stallion" means an entire male equine aged four years or over "Mare" means a female equine aged four years or over.
"Colt" means an entire male equine under the age of four years. "Filly" means a female equine under the age of four years. "Member" means a fully paid up Member of the Society.

"Stud Book Registrar" means the Honorary Stud Book Registrar appointed by the Council
“Passport Adminstrator”
"The Committee" means the Stud Book Committee of the Society

"Veterinary Surgeon" and "Appeal Veterinary Surgeon" mean persons who are Members of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and selected by the Committee and the Council to examine donkeys at Inspections and Appeals. "The Council" means the Council of the Society.

THE COUNCIL. reserves the right to refuse any application for entry in the British Stud Book or its Ancillary Registers AND the right to amend the Rules and Regulations as and when it considers necessary.

lssued by the Donkey Breed Society: 10.09.1997
Operative from: 01.01. 1998
Interim rules revised 2020 awaiting approval by DBS Council 
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