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Hello Everyone,
Well, yet again we have been through a pretty quiet time since the last Regional Newsletter in December due to the Covid-19 Government restrictions.  However, things are looking more positive with the vaccinations taking place and hopefully full lifting of restrictions by July.  I’m very pleased to say we have gained a few new members recently, in Shropshire, Staffordshire, Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, West Midlands and Worcestershire – really lovely positive news.  Hopefully we can meet at events in the summer and gain new friendships, and help and support if needed.
As mentioned in the last Newsletter Claire Harper has resigned her position as Regional Delegate for the Region and Lucy Evans has very kindly accepted the position and has, in fact already attended her first DBS Council meeting.  The Regional Delegate position entails being responsible for attending the DBS Council meetings, acting as a liaison between the members of our Region and the Council and reporting back to the Region any matters relevant.  As a way of introducing herself to the Region, Lucy has written the following:
“I am a fully qualified saddler having studied Footwear and Leather Goods Design and Manufacture for three years at Cordwainers College in London.  My final year was Saddlery and Lorinery.  I then worked in Ladies’ Fashion Accessories and Homeware as a Technical and Ethical Auditor, visiting many factories in the Far East.  
I have always had ponies and donkeys but our family is also very involved in showing and breeding first Suffolk Punch heavy horses, but now have eight Percherons.  We have two Percheron stallions, one of which is the first British Percheron to get into the French stud book following a trip to the French National Stud at Haras Du Pin.  

As children we had a donkey called Millie, who lived to a great age.  We used to ride and drive her.  On moving to Herefordshire eight years ago we decided to get another donkey called Captain and I then joined the DBS and met some very good friends.  They all said I couldn’t have just one donkey as he needs company.  My reply was that he had all the horses, however, two more donkeys came along called Lilly and Harry.  We drive Lilly and hope to get the boys driving too.  I recently acquired a western saddle from Claire Harper which fits the donkeys very well and I hope my friends’ sons will get some fun out of it.  
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I still do my saddlery so if anyone has repairs or would like anything made for their donkeys, please don’t hesitate to contact me.”

Lucy would also like to hear from anyone who would like to just have a chat about donkeys, ask for advice, make suggestion for topics for events or simply to make contact.  Lucy’s email and telephone details are at the top of page 1.

Area Representatives

We are still without Area Representatives and Assistant Area Representatives in some areas.  This is a really interesting position where it is possible to ‘give something back’ to the Donkey Breed Society as well as gain new friends and contribute to the health and welfare of donkeys.  We have quite a big Region and it would be great to have more local people for people to contact if they needed help, or just a chat. Shropshire and Staffordshire both need Area Representatives.  Stephanie Clark has resigned as Assistant Area Representative for Oxfordshire and she will be greatly missed as she also supervised the Regional Facebook site.  If there is anyone who feels they would like to take over the Facebook site, please let Claire Harper or Lucy Evans know.   Apparently it is a very simple job and takes up very little time but is very worthwhile in letting people know there are active donkey owners in this Region as well as advertising local events, sharing photographs and enjoying donkey-related stories.
*****
The “Fab Farrier Award”

We have already had six Farriers in our Region who have been nominated and have received their certificates:  Mark Jones, Herefordshire                       Alan Godson, Warwickshire
                     Brad Brett, Worcestershire                       Jasper Smart, Worcestershire
                     Daley Johnson, Oxfordshire                     Tom Heath, Warwickshire

The DBS feels that it is only right and proper that acknowledgement is given to the work of the farriers who look after our donkeys.  Farriers who have taken on board the fact that donkeys are different to horses and ponies, and that they need to be approached differently and have clearly gone out of their way to learn as much as possible about donkeys, deserve recognition.  We have some lovely DBS certificates for you to present to your chosen farrier.  All you need to do is write to us, perhaps enclosing a picture of your farrier working with your donkeys, saying why your farrier should receive a coveted certificate and perhaps giving an example of how he or she goes the extra mile.  Then, once you have received the certificate you can proudly present it to your farrier, on behalf of the DBS.  Your farrier will be flagged up in the British Farriers and Blacksmiths Association magazine, Forge. 

Please send nominations to Claire Harper or contact her if you want any more information: cj_harper@hotmail.com   Each Farrier can be nominated by more than one person.
*****

The War Horse Memorial Organisation  -  Walk For War Horse
The War Horse Memorial was set up two years ago to support equine and military charities following the unveiling of Poppy the War Horse, a national monument in Berkshire, to honour the millions of horses, mules and donkeys who gave service and sacrifice during war and conflict.  Following our partnership in August this year with the War Horse Memorial Organisation, (please see pages 10 and 12 of the Autumn Bray Talk), the DBS is delighted to bring you a letter from Susan Osbourne, Co-founder, who has been working recently with Kendall Young, DBS Regional Delegate from Scotland, on a super project that will embrace Scotland in the Spring.  We are pleased to announce that this will now roll out across the UK in 2021.  This Walk will run alongside much-loved Webster Walks and Regional Walks because we are realising more than ever just how important it is to get out and about, whenever and wherever we can!
“Walk For War Horse hopes to encourage animal lovers across the UK to register interest in trekking the hills and valleys near their homes in April, with their horses, ponies, donkeys and dogs, while capturing on film the beauty of the British Isles.  But we at War Horse Memorial take no credit for the idea … it’s the brainchild of your colleague, Kendall Young who lives in Ayr.  The idea is that for £10 people can register their participation and share their route.  In return they will be given a purple poppy 
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pin badge and a knitted poppy to pin on the collar of their animals and pets to show their support.  And there will be prizes for best photos and most miles travelled over April 2021.

So how will it work?  Anyone interested should email info@thewarhorsememorial.org to register.  For a £10 registration fee War Horse Memorial will send by post a metal purple poppy pin badge and a knitted purple poppy to attach to collars and bridles.  People are asked over the month of April 2021 to record their routes, and the number of miles walked – and importantly, take photos en route.  On 30th April 2021 they need to submit their log of miles covered and a selection of three photos that show their part of the country at its best.  Judges will award prizes for the best entries in a number of categories.

Kind regards, Susan.”
Susan Osbourne, Co-founder War Horse Memorial and The Animal Purple Poppy Fund.  Go to www.thewarhorsememorial.org for more information.
Webster Donkey Walks

Webster Donkey Walks have been a lovely way for people to raise funds to help Donkey Sanctuaries and donkey-related activities throughout the UK and overseas.  The Fund has been running since 2008 with over £23,000 raised so far.  To actually organise a Walk is not really necessary as funds can be raised through table-top sales, harness and tack sales, second hand books, handicrafts as well as donations.  Each year a Charity is nominated and this year it will again be the Flicka Foundation Donkey Sanctuary in Penryn, Cornwall.  
This is an extract from an update by the Flicka Foundation in January this year:  “We have rescued 35 donkeys in the past 12 months, giving 13 of those a home for life at our Sanctuary and finding suitable caring homes for the others.  We were planning on re-opening our Sanctuary gates back in November.  We now have all the Covid-19 safety precautions in place and even restocked our tea room and Gift Cabin in preparation, but, following the latest lockdown, we are still not able to re-open.  In order to re-open, £3,500 of precious funds had to be diverted to pay for Covid-19 safety equipment.  We rely heavily on our visitors leaving donations to feed and care for our residents, particularly at this time of the year when our feed bills double.  With constant new rescues, over 100 hungry mouths to feed and expensive veterinary care bills to pay, every donation really does make a difference for the donkeys.”

For more information about the Flicka Foundation please email Peter Scales on pjscal@gmail.com or visit Flicka’s website: www.flickafoundation.org.uk  
*****
Events in 2021
29th May -  Donkey Dentistry.  The Equine Dental Technicians from the Donkey Sanctuary will again be visiting Claire Harper’s home in North Littleton, Near Evesham, Worcestershire.  They will be working on several donkeys and mules, explaining and demonstrating as they work.  If you are interested in attending, with or without your donkeys, please contact Claire Harper.  They will also be visiting individual donkeys in the Worcestershire, Warwickshire, Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire areas so if you would like them to also visit your donkeys please contact Claire Harper on 01386 833524 or email cj_harper@hotmail.com
6th June – Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary Donkey Show.  Please contact Island Farm on mail@donkeyrescue.org.uk for details.

27th June – Oxfordshire Webster Donkey Walk in aid of the Flicka Foundation Donkey Sanctuary in Cornwall.  Colleymore Farm, Great Coxwell, Near Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7NR.  This date has not been confirmed therefore if you are interested in attending please contact Angela and Peter Scales on 01367 240163 or email: pjscal@gmail.com  
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3rd July – Gloucestershire Webster Donkey Walk in aid of the Flicka Foundation Donkey Sanctuary in Cornwall.   Starting from Duntisbourne Abbots, Near Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 7JN.  Meet for refreshments at 10.30 at the village hall in the middle of the village (parking available)  A gentle Cotswold ramble along bridle tracks will start at 11.30am.  Wear comfortable shoes/clothes ready for all weathers.  LUNCH:  Soup and sandwiches provided – hot drinks and cakes (donations) from 1.00pm but bring your own picnic if preferred. Donkeys and well behaved dogs welcome.  Sponsorship forms available and ALL donations welcomed for the Webster Fund.  If you can spare any Donkey related items and/or equipment for Flicka they would be greatly appreciated.
Please Judy Lane know if you are able to join us: jml.267@btinternet.com or Tel. 01285 821445.

25th June to 25th July  -  DONKATHON 2021.  Polly Vacher is driving her two donkeys, Wizard and Muffin on a 200 mile journey from South Oxfordshire to North Wales, pulling a donkey carriage and averaging 8 miles a day, in aid of Multiple Sclerosis Research.  The adventure starts on 25th June and finishes on 25th July.  You would be most welcome to join Polly en route, or follow her on Facebook or on her website.  For more information about this incredible challenge please contact www.donkathon.org or pvacher@aol.com    Polly and her donkeys will be in the vicinity of Claire Harper’s home near Evesham on the weekend of 3rd and 4th July.  If you would like to come and cheer them on, please contact Claire on 01386 833524 or cj_harper@hotmail.com      ALL WELCOME!
1st August – Worcestershire Webster Donkey Walk in aid of the Flicka Foundation Donkey Sanctuary in Cornwall.  Meet for ‘smoko’ (refreshments!)  at 11.00am at the home of John and Claire Harper, Orchard View, West Side, North Littleton, Near Evesham, Worcestershire, WR11 8QP, with the amble around the village commencing at 11.30am.  Donkeys, dogs and non-members of the DBS very welcome.  Bring a picnic to eat in the garden – drinks provided.
12th September – Autumn Ramble and Harvest Lunch at Duntisbourne Abbots, Near Cirencester, Gloucestershire.  Please contact Judy Lane for information (Contact details at top of Newsletter).

25th and 26th September – Malvern Autumn Show.  We are hoping to be able to have donkeys on display for the public to meet, plus our information stand and Donkey Sanctuary goods for sale.  If you would like to assist on the stand, or bring your donkeys, please contact Claire Harper (contact details at top of Newsletter).
3rd October –   Talk by Anna Harrison about the Safe Haven for Donkeys in the Holy Land – (SHADH).  Anna worked as a Veterinary Surgeon in the Donkey Sanctuary, Devon for many years and is now the Veterinary Advisor to the Safe Haven Sanctuary.  To be held at the home of Anna and Peter Turner, Snitterfield, near Stratford on Avon, Warwickshire.  For information please contact Anna Turner – (contact details at top of Newsletter).

Wednesday Donkey Days continue, taking into account Government guidelines of course, for example everyone to keep one donkey length apart!  These are held at Claire Harper’s home near Evesham, Worcestershire and are really intended just for a social get-together with an opportunity to talk about anything to do with donkeys.  There is always plenty of time for interaction with Claire’s donkeys who greatly enjoy the attention.  Everyone is welcome, whether or not a member of the DBS, and no cost involved of course.  Contact Claire if you would like to join in.

*****
For Sale:
Anna Turner would like to sell her 3.5 tonne Ford Ifor Williams Horsebox.  Excellent condition, rear and side ramps, side awning, 12 month MOT and recently serviced.  £7995.00.
Anna also has the following tack for sale:

             * Western saddle – black, synthetic, light weight, excellent condition, Adult size.

                     Ideal for donkeys or mules and for training  -  £100.00  
             * 5ft 9ins Rug.  Elephant brand, excellent condition, lined and waterproof.

                     Navy-blue  -  £35.00

* Training Whip, black, 6 ft long  -  £15.00

*  Drop noseband, brown English leather  -  £10.00
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*  Striped Camel Rug!!  6ft and with one hump.  Very thick and padded.
         Donation to the Webster Fund.

Buyers to collect of pay carriage.  
Please contact Anna for further details: gardenia.soft.furnishings@btinternet.com
or phone her on 01789 730039.

Claire Harper has been rummaging through her donkey tack and has decided to sell the following:

· *  2 x black webbing, Forest donkey harnesses.  To fit 10 -12 hands. Includes stainless steel  

·         Liverpool driving bits and reins.  Very good condition.  £150.00 each.

· *  Several training (or Dressage) whips  black, white and pink.  £5.00 each. Excellent condition.
· *  Lunge Whip.  £5.00  Good condition.
· * 1 x Black webbing surcingle for standard donkey.  £10.00  Excellent condition
· * Several Get Knotted Halters £20 each  Brand new condition
· * Large quantity of Agility or Spook-busting games, including windmills, flags, ground       markers, balls, hoop games, nearly all brand new and many not used.  £25 the lot.

· *  Several stainless steel bits £5.00 each  Excellent condition
· *  Long reins – used  £5.00 per pair

· *  2 x Felt saddles, one suede and the other leather.  Excellent condition £15.00 each

Money raised for the following articles will be donated to the Webster Fund:
· *  2 x sets of Pairs driving reins – one black webbing, 4 metres, Libbys make.  One brown synthetic, 5 metres long with masses of adjustment, good condition.  £10.00 each.

· *  1 x set of leather driving reins, 4 metres.  £10.00  Excellent condition
· *  2 x red Polypads for harnesses. 15”x7” Velcro fastenings.  £5.00  Good condition
· *  2 x Kincade Lunge reins.  Light blue and navy. Brass clips. 8 metres. Soft and thick.  As new and never used. In their own zip carry bags.  £5.00

· *  Several black and leather harness keepers - donation
· * 2 x cruppers, one London Tan, lovely soft leather £5 and one brown leather £3.00.

· * 3 x Western saddle string girths  £3.00 each

· * 1 x Cottage Craft black webbing girth. 23”. Excellent condition.  £10.00

· * 2 x pairs stainless steel stirrups 4” and 4.5”  £5.00 each pair

· * 1 x pair nickel stirrups 5”. £3.00

· * Easy Loader (broad strap with handles to encourage loading)  £10.00
· * Trade driving whip  £10.00
· * Several Equine behaviour books including Monty Roberts, Pat Parelli, Mark Rashid,
·      Kelly Marks, Michael Peace, Tom Dorrance and Tellington-Touch.  Good condition.
If you are interested in any of the above articles, please contact Claire Harper on 01386 833524 or email: cj_harper@hotmail.com    I would be happy to reserve anything you want until a time when you would be able to collect it, or post it to you (but at your cost, of course).

Best wishes to everyone,

Lucy, Anna, Claire, John, Judy, and Sue.
Editor of this Newsletter:  Claire Harper, West Side, North Littleton, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8QP.
Telephone:  01386 833524      Email cj_harper@hotmail.com 

