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March 2022
Hello Everyone,

At last!  At last we can plan and organise a few events for us to enjoy and look forward to throughout the coming year.  It will be fantastic to meet old friends once again and to welcome new ones.  Everyone is always welcome to attend any event advertised, in this or other Regions – there really are no boundaries.   Membership of the DBS is not necessary, so please bring along friends or relatives too.

Area Representatives are asking for ideas of events people would like to attend, for example Picnic Walks, Activity Days, Morning and Afternoon Teas in the Garden, Guest Speakers and Demonstrations. If you have any good ideas or would like to help by volunteering to host an event, please contact any of the people listed at the top of this Newsletter – we would really appreciate your help and suggestions. 
We have already had one lovely event – on the 7th January eleven people met at Anna Turner’s stables to celebrate the 30th birthday of one of her donkeys, Humfrey George.  It was great to meet people again, even if the weather was cold and wintry, and the hot drinks Anna served were very welcome and kept us warm.  Humfrey was unconcerned by the fuss and willingly posed for numerous photos.
Future Dates:
12th March  -  A social Get-together to meet up once more and to welcome new Members.  To be held in the Duntisbourne Abbots village hall (GL7 7JN) near Cirencester, Gloucestershire.  Coffee and Tea served from 10.30am, bring you own lunch or enjoy the soups and rolls provided.  Finish about 2.00pm.  Plenty of off-road parking.  Please contact Judy on jml.267@btinternet.com as soon as possible to let her know you, (and any extra people you would like to bring), will be attending.
14th April – Countrytastic at Malvern Showgrounds, Worcestershire.  We will be running a stand at this lovely children’s Show, with donkeys on display for the public to meet, children’s books for sale, pictures to colour and Donkey Sanctuary gifts for sale.  Please contact Claire Harper (contact details at head of letter) if you would like to help on the stand.  All you need is to be able to talk about donkeys for most of the day!
23rd April – DONKEY FUN DAY IN OXFORDSHIRE  -  

(though of course, people from other areas are very welcome to attend.)
 10.30 – 3.00pm
Laura Putt would like to invite everyone to her home for a day of donkey fun, 

Starting at 10.30 with coffee and cake, followed by a walk around the village.
Then lunch (bring your own picnic) 

In the afternoon have fun with donkeys with an easy obstacle course,

 or any other activity you would like for example, long-reining.
Bring your own donkeys if you would like to – the more the merrier – 
Or just come and spend the day with people who love donkeys.

Plenty of parking and turning space for trailers.

Dogs welcome, but please keep them on a lead.

No charge for the day but donations gratefully accepted for the Webster Fund, this year supporting the Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary, Oxford.

Address:  Tin Top House, Great Milton, Oxford OX44 7NR.

Please contact Laura if you would like to join in:

  07889 703791 or email   lauraputt89@outlook.com
EVERYONE WELCOME

Please bring along any family and friends who would also like to attend.

15th May – Donkey Get-together at the home of Sue and John Jones, Herefordshire.  Everyone welcome to join in this day of meeting up again for donkey talk, and working with Sue’s 6 donkeys in the big barns or the menage.  Activities to be decided – please let Sue know you would like to participate and what you would like to do.   Phone 01981 510269 or 07934 424328 or email: siouxdoyle@hotmail.co.uk
Bring your own lunch but tea, coffee etc provided.

Location:  Old Shawl’s Farm, Craswell, Hereford. HR2 0PW.

£10 Donation/charge for the day – to be donated to the Webster Fund 2022 – raising funds for the Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary, Oxford.

28th May – Donkey Dentistry – with Gemma Lilly and Lee Gosden, Equine Dental Technicians from the Donkey Sanctuary, Sidmouth, Devon.  Gemma and Lee will again be visiting this area and will be at Claire Harper’s home near Evesham, Worcestershire during the morning, demonstrating, explaining and working on mules and donkeys.  Booklets and information will be available.  Bring your own lunch, but tea, coffee and drinks will be available all day.  

Please contact Claire on 01386 833524 or email cj_harper@hotmail.com if you would like to attend, either with or without your own donkeys.

5th June – ISLAND FARM IN-HAND AND DRIVING DONKEY SHOW.  This is a lovely show for participants and spectators – lots going on, plus a chance to visit the Sanctuary.  Please contact the Sanctuary office for details:  mail@donkeyrescue.co.uk  Location: Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary, Brightwell cum Sotwell, Wallingford, Oxon.OX10 0SW.

18th June – Three Counties Show, Malvern, Worcestershire.  Donkey classes commence in the Cotswold Ring at 9.00am.    
24th July – Hereford Lunch at Sheila Bell’s home.  Sheila would like to invite everyone to have a get-together at her home.  Please bring your own picnic, but tea, coffee and cold drinks will be provided.  There will be a Raffle raising money for SHADH (Safe Haven for Donkeys in the Holy Land) and a Webster Fund 2022 Bring and Buy table, raising donations for the Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary, Oxford.  Please contact Claire Harper on 01386 833524 or email: cj_harper@hotmail.com 

if you would like to attend.  A walk with Sheila’s donkeys in the wood is planned for the afternoon.
20th and 21st August  - DONKEY BREED SOCIETY SUPREME CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW at Moreton Morrell College, Warwickshire.  A Show for everyone – pedigree or otherwise!

      But … the Show Committee is desperately in need of volunteers to help run the Show – anything from making the tea to stewarding in the ring, Trophy Steward, Show Secretary and numerous other jobs.  The Show cannot be held without these volunteers, so if you could spare an hour or so, or much longer if possible, please contact the secretary of the DBS, Carol Morse, on 

01732 864414 or email: carol.morse@talktalk.net  to discuss possibilities with her.

4th September – Wiltshire Donkey Show, Lark Rise Community Farm, BA14 6DQ.  For details please contact the Show Secretary: Mrs M. Thorne on 02380 860876 or wdstreasurer@gmail.com  or their website: www.wiltshiredonkeyshow.co.uk
23rd, 24th and 25th September  MALVERN AUTUMN SHOW at the Malvern Showgrounds, Worcs. 

We will again be running our DBS stand at this lovely Show with donkeys on display for the public to meet and donkey related gifts for sale.  This year, for the first time, the Show has been extended to three days so we will be needing several donkeys to fill up the pens, and people to help on the stand.  If you would like to help or to bring your donkeys please contact Claire Harper on 01386 833524 or email cj_harper@hotmail.com for information on what is required.
2nd October – World Animal Day.  For several years this Region has celebrated the International Day of the Donkey as close to the 4th October as possible, to coincide with the feast day of St Francis of Assisi, the patron Saint of all animals.  This date has also been chosen by the organisation ‘World Animal Day’ so we have joined in with them.  Our celebration will be a donkey event of some sort but as yet the activities and venue are to be decided.  (Any suggestions of venue or activities would be very welcome)  The Donkey Celebration Cake will feature as usual!
4th December – West Region Christmas Lunch and Get-together.  Venue to be decided – any suggestions?
*****
Area Representatives

We are still without Area Representatives in the Shropshire and Staffordshire areas.  This is a really interesting and rewarding position where it is possible to feel part of a team of donkey loving people, working together to help donkeys and their owners – even if only to be a contact on the phone.  Please contact Lucy Evans or Claire Harper if you would like to be involved.  (Contact details at the head of this Newsletter).

The Webster Fund
This year the Webster Fund will be supporting the Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary, Wallingford, Oxfordshire who are planning further work on their new Isolation Unit for donkeys in quarantine.  Funds can be raised in many different ways such as raffles, coffee mornings, table top sales, donkey walks and fun days, sales of unwanted books or horse and donkey gear – anything at all.  Please support our efforts if possible, even if you cannot actually any of the events.
Angela and Peter Scales are hoping to have a table-top sale at the Island Farm Donkey Show on the 5th June – if you have anything you think would be suitable, please contact them on 01367 240163 or email: pjscal@gmail.com   Angela and Peter are also hoping to visit the Flicker Foundation Donkey Sanctuary (which the Webster Fund supported last year)  in Cornwall in July, and will deliver to them any unwanted equine equipment you may wish to donate.  
For Sale

(If there are any items you want to sell and would like to have advertised in these Newsletters, please let Claire Harper know.  No charge.)
Several training (or Dressage) whips – black, white, purple or pink.   Perfect for Tellington Touch

exercises.  £5.00 each.

Lunging Whip  £5.00

Driving Whip  £5.00

Get Knotted rope training halters – brand new and reduced to £15.00 each (usual price £20.00).  

Several Equine behaviour books including Monty Roberts, Pat Parelli, Mark Rashid,

Kelly Marks, Michael Peace, Tom Dorrance and Tellington-Touch.  All in very good condition.

       Articles for sale with the proceeds to be donated to the Webster Fund:

Felt and leather donkey saddle - £12.00  Very good condition

Felt donkey saddle - £10.00  Very good condition

Leather in-hand showing lead.  2 metres long and in excellent condition.  £5.00

       Spook-busting equipment:  tarpaulins, very large ball, small cones and marker discs, jump stands   
       and boards.

Several donkey and general equine books, old and new.   Lots of children’s donkey books – perfect condition.  Also several video cassettes on Equine Training methods, the Sidmouth Donkey Sanctuary, Health and Welfare.
Please contact Claire Harper if you would like to know more about any of these items.  

Best wishes to everyone,

Anna, Claire, John, Judy, Lucy and Sue.
Editor of this Newsletter:  Claire Harper, West Side, North Littleton, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8QP.
Telephone:  01386 833524      Email cj_harper@hotmail.com 
