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ASSPIRE!

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTHERN & SCOTTISH REGIONS
OF THE DONKEY BREED SOCIETY

It's the Festive Edition! Wishing
you all a very Happy Christmas
and very best wishes for a
fabulous 2026!

Dear All,

Stop whatever you’re doing, right now, and even before you read any further, make a little time for
yourself, perhaps even make a cup of something hot, steaming and relaxing, then bring it back to enjoy as
you read through this last Asspire of 2025.

Are you sitting comfortably? Then you can begin....

| could be making a fairly safe bet by guessing you are the busiest of your entire household, doing most of
the “donkey work”, whether that’s in festive preparation for family and friends or the other type of donkey
work in the stable, or out and about spreading festive cheer in public with your donkeys. You’ll not be alone
- I've just finished washing all the windows and am putting off starting on the silver, as well as thinking of
bringing the donkeys in before they get soaked; that’s so we have a chance of having them dry, clean,
brushed and bedecked in their Christmas headcollars in time for the school carol service on Monday.

It most certainly is a busy time of the year — may your time savouring this festive Asspire be
restorative. And may you have a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

Season’s greetings from the Northern Region!

Best regards, Allison. (Allison Roberts, Chair, DBS Northern Region)
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This Festive Season we send our very best wishes to vyou all . . .

An exceptionally warm welcome to members who have joined us this year — thank
you for swelling the ranks of lovers of the long ears! You will find us more than
happy to support, help, offer advice and have a chat, a laugh, share a picnic, a walk
and, importantly, share friendship.

Congratulations to our very own Pam Woonl

It’s cool to have friends in high places! We were delighted therefore,
when our Pam took the reins as Chair of the DBS nationally, at the end of
November. Many congratulations Pam, from us all, much deserved and
we are so proud of you. Here’s a little more about Pam, some of which
you may not know:

years, she has served on several of the committees, is on the A Panel of
Judges and is also Registrar for the Society.

Pam owns 6 of her own donkeys and also looks after some for the Donkey
Sanctuary, she has a wealth of experience with showing, driving, welfare,
behaviour and care of the donkey.

Pam steps into the Chair of the Donkey Breed Society, taking over from
Rosemary Clarke and by Pam’s own admission, has huge boots to fill.

After many years as a Welfare Adviser working for the Donkey Sanctuary,
covering a vast area in the North West area, Pam decided to step away from all the travelling and set up her
own business, Pet Boarding for small animals from her home in Preston.

Pam was introduced to donkeys as a teenager through a school friend and has maintained that love and
devotion to them ever since. So many friendships have been formed through like-minded people. Pam is a
first port of call for friends needing a level-headed and practical hand with their donkeys. The future of the
Donkey Breed Society is in safe hands; Pam is planning on working hard to bring a new impetus to the
members and build on strong foundations embracing fresh ideas to encourage and enhance memberships.

To contact Pam chair@donkeybreedsociety.co.uk or telephone 07842 535993

Avd, a get well soon to Liz!

Sending love and best wishes to Liz Brown, our NR Vice Chair,
from all your friends in the DBS. We’re looking forward to seeing
you testing out the new knee in the very near future!

In the meantime, keeeep physio-ing! / i
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Happy Christimas +o our Area Reps!

We have two new Area Reps to introduce you to this Christmas . ..

Adele Potter, our wonderful Treasurer, is adding Area Rep for West Yorkshire to her DBS (NR) portfolio (!),
taking over from John and Terri who worked hard for the DBS in their Area and of course with all that they did
to steer ADA over the years. John, thank you so much for all that you and Terri brought to the DBS and you
know that Adele will do a grand job.

Debbie Hornby takes over from Geraldine Burton as Area Rep for Northumberland. Debbie, welcome to the
‘committee’ for the Northern Region and you can rest assured of our support — it’s a two-way thing!
Geraldine, thank you for being an Area Rep for your lovely neck of the woods and we are so grateful for all
that you have done for the NR in your area.

To all our Area Reps, thank you for your wonderful and continued support and have a super festive season and
a very happy new year. (A list of Area Reps and contact details can be found at the end of this edition.)

Didn’t we do well?l Over £4,000 raised for Safe Haven!

We are so grateful to everyone who took part in either the inangural walk at Rivington, or
in their own events/challenges and in giving sponsorship/donations to the ‘25 wiles for 25
vears’ Safe Haven fund-raising campaign in September-October. Thank you from ounr
friends at Safe Haven and from the DBS +oo. Vou raised over £4,000!! You also raised
awareness of the plight of donkeys and mules in the wWest Bank, Egypt and Gaea.

Safe Haven is an amazing charity and we are pleased to maintain our connection with them — look out for
further opportunities for fund-raising during the new year. Why not check out where your money goes Safe
Haven for Donkeys - Safe Haven for Donkeys and provide a little extra support.

Thank you again for supporting Safe Haven this year.

Tzzy, Coliv, Olwen and friends ready for the off atRivington!
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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS — MEET UP AND MUCK IN!
The Northern AGM - Sunday 2™ December — 11.00 am

It’s that time of year again and we are amassing the troops for a lovely post-Christmas get
together and Northern Awards do — a shared Buffet lunch — on Sunday 28" December at
Olwen’s. Prior to that we will have our Region’s AGM and if you’re unable to get to
Brownroad Farm, you can join in the AGM via Zoom. Just drop me an email and | will send
you a Zoom invite nearer the time northerndonks@gmail.com. You should have received all
the formal bits in an email recently but if they’ve gone astray, contact me and I'll send you
some more (formal notification, Agenda etc).

Do join us if you can, bring something for the lunch and there will be a traditional mega-raffle (items gratefully
received!) with proceeds split between Safe Haven and the Statue on the Somme Appeal. Please contact
Olwen to let her know if you can attend: 01457 762336. Look forward to seeing you there!

And in Scotland, via Zoowm, on Monday 12" Javwnary — .00 pm

Alison and Kendall write . . .

DBS Scotland was once a vibrant and active community of enthusiastic donkey owners who regularly came
together for walks, drives, agility, picnics and educational events. However, a significant change occurred around
the time of Covid. Many of the stalwart members who had led the organisation stepped back, and it was difficult
to maintain early momentum. As you will be aware, we have been without a chairperson or secretary for some
time. Without leadership, the group has gradually dwindled.

To explore whether there is a way to reinvigorate the group and restore active donkey events in Scotland, we
plan to hold a Zoom meeting to which you are warmly invited. Your input will be greatly valued, and any items
for discussion can be shared in advance.

One of our ongoing challenges—though not unique to us, but perhaps more pronounced—is geography. The
modest, widely dispersed membership ranges from the English Border to Orkney and the Western Isles. Travel
to events, and even local gatherings can be difficult and costly. A core of younger members compete at summer
shows, but beyond that it has proved challenging to bring members together in the past five years. This feels a
real pity, given the many interesting, informative, well-attended, and enjoyable events we once shared.

How can we address this as a group, and plan for a sustainable and engaging future?

So, we’re holding a DBS Zoom Meeting — Monday 12 January 2026 —7.00 pm.
Please respond if you would like to attend, and feel free to pass this invitation on to anyone who may wish to
join or offer input. All are welcome, and all ideas appreciated.

We wish you a Happy Christmas and look forward to seeing you in the New Year at our Zoom meeting.

Kendall kendallyoung99@ymail.com 07736 960081 Alison krobertson@btconnect.com 07860 342404
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b And talking of meetings...in November the NR was proud
to host the DBS National AGM in Wilmslow, Cheshire. ..

: Aletter from our new National Chair

To all that came to our National AGM in November - day/evening or both and
those that stayed over - thank you so much.

We had a fabulous time - we sorted the formalities first of all with such
efficiency, then enjoyed a delicious lunch, followed by lots of awards being
given out in the afternoon, followed by a raffle with a table full of prizes! In
the evening, we had a lovely meal, afterwards our own region’s member Jane
Bramwell entertained us with her beautiful singing, then we chatted for the

Olwen Brown made beautiful rest of the evening.
carousels for each dinner table,
celebrating donkeys of note.

It was a great starting block following five years of Zoom, just what was
needed. Nextyear we are aiming for Northern Ireland on 14" November at
The Dunadry Hotel. For anyone that has been to previous AGMs over there, they know how to put on a “do” —
| have already been on websites looking at flights and the majority are under £40 depending when you travel.

So, onto 2026. .. it is great to see new members joining throughout the year, if you pay your subscription by
Standing Order, please ensure you are paying the correct amount, it is due 1t February. If you need to clarify

your type of membership: single, joint, family etc, please speak to Carol Morse.

We are so lucky in our region to be vibrant and busy, it is only through the hard work and commitment of
members that put on and support events that we continue to flourish. Again, thank you all.

Having taken up the role of Chairman of the Donkey Breed Society, | am keen to expand membership and have
some projects being worked upon — if you have any ideas on how we can further enhance our memberships,

then please give me a call 07842 535993, or drop me an email.

All that is left for me to say is — | hope you all have a very Happy Christmas and a fun filled 2026!

Pam Moon

Byron, Phil, Eva & Adele - the brilliant Raffle Team! National Awards The Mingham Family
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Some news from our friends at AWAMO v
Australia

Huge thanks to Nigel Allsopp and friends at the Australian War Animal Memorial Organisation
for this gorgeous card, sent to us all this Christmas. A very merry
Christmas to you all too!

We were delighted to hear of the Organisation’s latest donation
to an animal shelter in Ukraine. This is the response from the Charity:

‘Thank you very much to the Australian War Animal Memorial .
Organisation foundation for financial assistance in the purchase of tray fillers |
for our cats. We were already down because the last package for the whole
shelter was in the warehouse.

All this volume of filler will last us up to two months and that’s part of the
need that is always hard to cover. Our cats are so grateful to you for clean
trays and for your love for animals’.

7 SR ST L o
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=897150285978374&set=pcb.897150792644990& cft [0]=AZYzs5
3 DaM cNNQAgjyQkdswEjeOV1sQuo9 Mj600cXQeVH2D0c9OxdsLkZwfbtRDPHRgUUIbcSh8c zCMmnkGOCyh49
PCpwQPJd-JC-QS -vbs0JjHcZihujrCTe W]jLEjbMBpco816NmNjMcA QYnxIPMH5PICVvkYuDpQ-

W14EQ& tn =*bOH-R
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The thoughts of a much loved and versatile Northern donkey . ..

Dear Juniors,

| just have to tell you, | have achieved one of my ambitions — to
grab a sack full of feed! | have mentioned before that | go to a big sports store when they
have a ‘feed day’ for equine owners, | was very excited at first because | thought that meant
lots of feed for me. Of course it didn’t, no feed came my way. My ambition came true on my
last visit to the feed day. | stood still in my pen, looking content and smiling my best smile
then ... | pounced, teeth out, lips curled out of the way and got a sack off a trolley as the
buyer waited to go to pay. Sadly, | only had time for a mouthful before it was taken away, still
it was delicious.

| expect you are looking forward to Christmas. | saw Olwen carrying a very heavy shopping
bag from her car yesterday and I’'m sure it contained carrots. | think and hope they are for us
donkeys. | have been busy this year helping Father Christmas at the Garden Centre and taking
part in the Nativity at the local church. | love these events. Diccon is doing the Christmas Eve
services at a tiny church in the hills, it is such a small church | can’t fit in it. Diccon is smaller
than me, so he goes.

Olwen is looking after us all the time now because Liz has a new knee. | thought that meant
she would have 3 knees but she doesn’t seem any different except she walks with two big
sticks called crutches. | hope she gets better soon and can come to say goodnight to us when
she gives us our late evening hay nets again.

| wish you all a very Happy Christmas and we look forwards to seeing you in 2026.

Love,

Coliv X

PS Don’t forget my New Year party on January 25! (See What’s On, page
22 of the magazine!)

REMINDER: | love carrots!!




www.donkeybreedsociety.co.uk

Some of the pics you've sent in recewtly . . .

Nicola (Passports!) sent us this super pic
of Pam, Olwen, Julie, Joyce and Nicola at
Sarah Penvell’s Wreath WMaking Workshop
.0 in Lancashire in early Decewmber.,

Fab-u-lons!

Sarah Standing’s gorgeous dovkeys: Tickles, Tulip, Daisy, Blossom, Cuddles and povies: Dolly,
Benji and Spike.
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Javet Thorvhill's lovely donkey
Pippa attends her first Nativity
i Derbyshire. Javet (AreaRep
for Derbyshire and S. Yorkshire)

says, ‘she was a total superstar!’

And Julie Conmolly (DBS AreaRep for Cumbria) along
with Jake and Spike would like to wish everyowe in
the Northerv DBS region a very merry Christmas and
best wishes for a happy, donkey-filled New Year!

Thank you everyovel
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And wmore from +he National
AGM . ..

There were national awards aplenty with Northern

members picking up a fair old stash! Eva, Amelia and
Olivia won junior showing points, Olwen with Brownroad
Kingcup won the Driving points. Olwen and Liz can be seen
picking up Progeny trophies for Eddieston Master Matthew and Happy Valley Tom’s Promise. Eva won the
Barnabus Trophy. Northern Members also received Bronze and Silver Awards. Olwen and Sarah P were joint
winners of the prestigious Marjorie Dunkells Award with Joss Goodchild
and Clare Humphreys. Thank you to Carole Travell and Pam Moon for
making the presentations.
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How to give up keeping donkeys and
survive

Alison Robertson, Scotland Regional Treasurer

On a bitter, cold January day, a Facebook post stopped me in
my tracks. A friend wrote that her donkey had lost his
companion and was showing all the familiar signs of grief.
Surprisingly, | didn’t spend long weighing up a response. |
telephoned and proposed that my two boys who | knew were
of similar size and character to the widower would come and
live with him to keep him company and restore his spirits. The
idea was met with enthusiasm, and we quickly set about
planning the donkeys 100-mile journey north to Royal Deeside.

Poor weather and treacherous roads caused a delay, giving me
time to reflect on what | had so impulsively agreed. By the end
of January, though, the boys had had their feet trimmed, their
annual jags, and were ready for the off. Their transport arrived;
| loaded them and waved goodbye to my beloved donkeys.
How was that possible?

Ten months on, | can say—despite missing them every day—that | did the right thing. They now live with a family
whose experience with donkeys stretches back generations. There are young people to exercise them, space to
roam, and a safe, suitable environment in every sense.

| have kept donkeys all my life (with a gap in the middle years). Yes, the field and stables are empty now, and |
miss the daily chores. The morning routine is shorter and far less entertaining. | still buy carrots and cut them
into batons, though now they go into the sheep’s breakfast, and | must guard against the neighbours concluding
| have lost the plot.

When | think about how rich life is with donkeys, | remind myself that | had been doing less and less with my
boys. | stopped driving after a bolt caused by a drone which buzzed us on the road. | stopped walking out with
them when our unclassified road was redesignated a National Cycle Route and a silent cyclist startled them so
badly that they pulled free and cantered off —pursued by said cyclist—until a neighbour intercepted them at
the farm a mile up the hill. The farmer “explained” to the cyclist that his behaviour was unwise... though that is
not a verbatim quote.

In July, a sheep-related mishap left me with a broken wrist. That was the moment | knew, with absolute clarity,
how sensible | had been to let the boys go. | was helpless for six weeks. How would the donkeys have fared if
they hadn’t been sunbathing on Deeside? | had no backup plan, and I’'m not as young as | once was.

| love my donkeys and always will. They send me regular updates—photos of glorious countryside and all the
activities and company they now enjoy.

Non, Je ne regrette rien.

Thank you Alison. Never easy but what a good, positive outcome — they certainly enjoy an amazing view. [Ed.]
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PBS (NR) Christmas Quiz 2025

Just a little quiz to pep up your brain cells and astound your visitors this Christmas!

The first ten are film, literature and history/art. The second group are linked to looking after
the long ears! The Answers are at the end of the mag.! Good luck!

1 Film: Which University offered the first ever course on the critical analysis of donkeys in films this
year - we featured it in Asspire?

2 Literature: Who is transformed into a golden donkey and what did this represent in a book by
Apuleius?

3 Literature: which book doesn’t help negative connotations of donkeys by turning boys into donkeys
as a punishment for their bad behaviour?

4 Literature: Who are these guys and what were their animals
called?

5 Literature/film: Who is this donkey and can you describe him as the author did?

6 Film: Who is Gus?

7 History/Art: Where and when do we see the earliest examples of donkeys in art?
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8 This is a mosaic of a ‘child and a donkey’ can you name the century and what this period in time
T ; was called?

0 Ay s ”

9 This is a very famous painting - can you name the painting and
the artist? For a bonus, when was it painted?
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11

11 Name the five categories of ‘enrichment’.

12 What is dermatophilosis and what should you do if you think your donkey’s got it?

13 What is the respiration rate for a healthy donkey?

14 What is a healthy heart rate for a donkey?

15 What is a healthy temperature for a donkey?

16 Poisonous plants: list two plants beginning with R (one with 7 letters, one with 12) that are
poisonous to donkeys.

17 What is seedy toe also known as?

18 What should donkeys be vaccinated against? (And are yours up to date!!)

19 What b*****r follows an initial vaccination? (And are these up to date too!!)

20 Take the letters DBSNR and add 3 vowels - a, e and o - how many words can you make of three
letters or more? Let us know and we will see if we can crown a champion next issue - evidence
needed!!! (No proper names or abbreviations!)

Evjoy and have a very happy, duizzical Festive Seasow!
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A Update on the Richmond Poppies’ Tour

As we have gently encouraged people to remember the animals that served in past wars and
those caught up in conflicts in more recent times, The Tour has gone from strength to
strength again this year, beginning with a return to : _—
Richmond in Yorkshire and the Green Howards’ Museum in
the spring, venturing down to Wiltshire and the REME
Museum at Lyneham for the summer and spending
autumn/early winter in Warwickshire at The Museum of
The Queen’s Royal Hussars. Thank you to everyone that has
supported The Tour this year.

Huge thanks to the donkeys and their owners and supporters
that have enchanted the public at our ‘donkeys at the
museum days’ this year: to Marie Bates’ Blackberry Donkeys,
to Clare Humphreys’ donkeys, to Island Farm’s donkeys and
to Emma Hartshorne’s donkeys who also put in an extra stint
at The Lord Leycester Christmas Event in Warwick, raising
further funds for the ‘Statue on the Somme’ campaign.

So many people have shared their family stories with us. And S

. . Sofia, Archivist at The Museum of The
some memories have been recorded in artwork. Sarah Queen’s Royal Hussars in Warwick has
Pennell worked with residents from a Care Home in Warwick  formed an amazing bond with Pooka
who visited our exhibition and produced panels inspired by and Donald!
the Bayeux Tapestry, depicting animals going to war. Both
Sarahs worked with visitors and local army and sea cadets to create commemorative candle
holders; these were filled with little tea lights and shone in remembrance of donkeys, mules,
horses, dogs plgeons and all other animals that have gone to war.

Next year we will be using the spring months to clean
and add new life and new commemorative craft work to
our display and finding new ways to bring the cherished
stories that we have collected to life. We will then
venture to The Royal Three Counties in Malvern before
spending the summer months at The Rifles (Berkshire &
Wiltshire) Museum in Salisbury. We return to Warwick
§ in the autumn when we hope to be working with the
Curator and Archivist on schools and public workshops.

Sarah Booth.
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What will you be doing for IWAD? Are you
ready for a challenge?
INTERNATIONAL WAR ANIMAL DAY

24™ FEBRUARY 2026
THE BIG QUILT CHALLENGE - FOR DBS MEMBERS & FRIENDS!

g_lést we
orget the

CAntinals too
:

We invite you, our valued readers, to contribute to something truly special: participation in
the making of a DBS (NR) quilt. Whether you’re an experienced stitcher/artist or a complete
and utter novice, this is your chance to add your unique piece to a quilt for IWAD that will
celebrate our collective creativity.

Your square—be it embroidered, appliquéd, painted, or hand-stitched— needs to show a design that reflects
what IWAD means to you. We will be sending 100% cotton squares (6”x6"”) to Area Reps and to people who
are planning to hold a get together for the DBS (NR) over the next few months. Return them to us by 27t
March and we will do the rest! For further info or to request squares email: northerndonks@gmail.com.

Designs can show pictures, key images/symbols (an animal outline, a purple poppy for example), perhaps a
purple poppy sewn onto the square, and you don’t have to be able to draw,
use key words that sum up emotions and link to themes of remembrance
and commemoration —it’s up to you.

Together, let’s craft something meaningful and enduring that will be
displayed alongside our Purple Poppies as they continue their Tour in 2026.
Get involved, share your commemoration in fabric, and help us create a quilt
that’s as vibrant and varied as our readership. We can’t wait to see what you
come up with!

Sketch a simple design onto paper - try
a few and then pop your chosen design
onto your cotfon square. Your 4°x4” . . .
design square will fit into your 6’x6” ‘Crafting to commemorate’ is one of the key themes of The Richmond Purple

Thank you.

cotton square, leaving a good margin.
Use fabric pens/paints, threads,
collage, words - you choose.

Poppies Tour.

The Australian War Animal Memorial Organisation is doing great things in
Australia on 24 February, we have promised to keep their President,
Nigel, in touch with all that we do here for IWAD, which was founded by
AWAMO and includes New Zealand, Canada, America, France and more
recently, the UK. Please give some thought to what you will be doing . ..
in addition to quilting! It might be a moment of quiet reflection with your donks and other animals, in the
paddock or a visit to someone else’s donkeys, for a bit of quality donkey time. You might want to invite
some friends round to join you, you might wish to light a candle, go for a trek . .. if you can let us know
what you did, and send us pictures for the website and mags, that would be lovely.

Australian
War Animal
Memorial
Organisation

Lest we forget, four-legged diggers served too
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This year we said good-bye to our friend Terri, who shared a deep interest in the Region’s Purple Poppy Tour
and Display and all that it stands for. This Christmas we send our love to John and, as a tribute to Terri and her
support of the DBS both nationally and locally, we publish once again the story that she wrote for Asspire at
Christmas, just last year . . .

A Tiny Miracle in No Man’s Land

by Terri Morris

Second Lieutenant Rupert Ashby huddled deeper into his army greatcoat, only too aware that the shivers
running through his body were not entirely due to the bitter cold of the night. For this would be the very first
time he’d be leading a patrol into No Man’s Land since his posting to the Front and he knew that he had a
great deal to prove.

Over the past year the Brigade had suffered heavy losses including many of its most seasoned officers,
morale was low and the arrival of someone whom most of the troops considered to be hardly more than a
schoolboy with little authority to give them orders had done nothing to raise their spirits. Even his feeble
attempt to grow a moustache in the hope it would give him more gravitas was, he knew, fooling no one.
Although now, as his tongue licked nervously through the sparse hairs above his lip, he was at least glad of the
remaining taste left by the rum ration he’d just imbibed.

Finally, the dreaded moment had arrived and, as he, the sergeant and five privates crawled out of the
comparative safety of the trench and slipped over the parapet into the unknown darkness beyond, Rupert
tensed half expecting all hell to break loose. But, to his deep relief, there was nothing. Perhaps the enemy
were after all stretched out in their billets, dreaming restless dreams of happier days back at home sharing
past Christmases with their loved ones.

Progress was far from easy as they made their way stealthily across the unfamiliar ground. A surface that
had been thick with heavy clinging mud just a few short weeks ago was now brittle and slippery, plunging
temperatures having turned the terrain into a sheet of ice pitted with shell holes and matted with rusted
strands of barbed wire sticking up amongst the general grim detritus of war.

Rupert’s senses were stretched to the limit, eyes straining for any movement in the darkness, ears straining
for the slightest noise. But, despite the clear skies, there was little moonlight to illuminate his surroundings
and, apart from the furtive movements of his companions, the only sounds to disturb the eerie silence were a
hoarse cough and the tuneless whistling from a lone sentry doubtless trying to bolster his courage as he
crouched on a fire step somewhere in the distance, and the sheer incongruity of this only seemed to
emphasise the chilling atmosphere of this god forsaken place.
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The patrol had been sent out on this night of all nights because some strange activity had been detected
towards the German lines but, with no sign that the enemy was planning to mount a surprise attack, Rupert
began to hope that he and his men might soon be able to creep back to their own trench and report that all
was quiet. Except - even as this welcome thought came into his mind he looked up and found himself staring
with uncomprehending eyes through the gloom to where something was rearing skywards from the recesses
of a nearby shell hole — something with what appeared to be two large horns atop an ungainly head —and he
nearly fell backwards in terror! Were the fearful stories told to raw recruits true then? Did weird ungodly
creatures really lurk in the wastes of No Man’s Land?

Panicking, he scrambled for his pistol and then he sensed a figure moving past him and an urgent voice
whispered in his ear, “It’s all right, sir. It’s just a donkey.”

A donkey! What the hell was a donkey doing here? Yet, as he edged cautiously forward and stretched out a
hand, he could feel a thick, rough coat, a soft questing nose and warm breath coming from the animal’s
mouth. And, however it had got here, it was soon obvious why it was unable to move away when Rupert’s
fingers detected the cruel strands of barbed wire tangled around the creature’s legs.

His first instinct was to get out his wire cutters and try to free it, but his officers’ training made him
hesitate. He couldn’t risk the lives of his men for one scrubby donkey. He hated to leave it but —

“’ang on, there’s something else here, sir,” hissed one of the privates, “I think — yes, it’s a foal. Doesn’t look
very old neither. New-born I'd say.”

Their eyes now thankfully becoming more accustomed to the gloom the patrol all gathered round to peer
down at the damp little bundle lying on the ground as near as it could get to its mother and, as it raised a
feeble head to look up at them, Rupert realised that six inquiring faces were directed towards him waiting for
his orders.

Suddenly his mind was made up. This might be war but surely they should still try to hold on to their
decent human feelings.

“Any man who wants to is free to go back but I’'m going to
stay and try to save these poor beasts,” he announced.

To his amazement there was not one argument, not a single
complaint. Every man from the brawny sergeant who had always
rather intimidated him to the youngest private set to with a will
tending to the mare and foal and keeping them as warm and
comfortable as possible while the painstaking job of cutting away
the barbed wire began.
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Despite the cold and the fact that his greatcoat was now wrapped around the
tiny gangly foal, Rupert found himself sweating as he struggled to free the donkey.
It was a more difficult task than he had envisaged and, although the creature
somehow seemed to sense that he was trying to help her, staying very still and
fortunately making no sounds that might alert the enemy to what was going on, he
knew that the care he was having to take so as not to hurt her and the occasional
breaks to allow the foal to feed were taking too long. Dawn couldn’t be far off and
they would be sitting targets when daylight came.

However, he was almost done, tugging away the last strands of wire, when a shout from some yards away
made him freeze to the spot. After so much effort had he exposed his men to capture — or even worse — when
a successful outcome was almost in sight?

“Hey, Tommy! We have seen you rescuing the little Esel. Can we be of help?” English words but uttered in
a heavily accented Teutonic voice.

Unbelievably, lanterns now glowed along the parapet that marked the enemy trenches and advancing
towards Rupert and his men were a small band of smiling and, more importantly, unarmed German soldiers
brandishing bottles not guns.

And so it was that, as that Christmas morning dawned over the Western Front, while battle weary troops
fore warned by the private sent back to let them know that they were not under attack watched in dazed
amazement before raising a thunderous cheer, a strange procession could be seen making its way towards the
British lines. At its head marched Rupert carrying a sleepy grey foal in his arms, while behind him, bearing the
proud mother on a makeshift stretcher of duckboards, there followed a joyful band of soldiers in uniforms of
both khaki and grey, well-fortified by good German schnapps and united, if only for this brief moment, by the
tiny miracle that had taken place that Christmas Eve night in No Man’s Land.

“Lord, we remember before you today all those millions of animals who have shared in the wars and conflicts
of recent years. Thank you for what they did and what they gave - often in pain and the surrendering of their
lives. Deepen, we ask, our own respect and friendship for all your creatures whom we delight to think of us as
friends - like us, part of your glorious creation.

We ask this in the name of Jesus who so often used animals to illustrate the wonderful stories He so often told.

And may the Blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always. AMEN”.

A prayer from Bishop John, Bewcastle, on the occasion of International War Animal Day, Cumbria 2024.
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This Christmas, support the Donkey Breed Society
Northern Region’s
‘Statue on The Somme’ campaign

JOIN US AS WE REMEMBER THEM

YOUR GIFT WILL ENABLE A STUNNING SILHOUETTE OF A DONKEY TO STAND AT THE INTERNATIONAL WAR
ANIMAL MEMORIAL IN POZIERES, ON THE SOMME. OVER 16 MILLION ANIMALS SERVED IN WWI AND ADDING
A DONKEY TO THIS SPECIAL PLACE WILL BRING A POIGNANT REMINDER OF ALL THE DONKEYS AND MULES
THAT SERVED. WE HAVE £2,500.00 TO GO! PLEASE HELP US TO REACH OUR GOAL.

Here’s how you can donate via bank transfer: sort code: 30-96-26 A/c: 59780068 Ref:
PozMemorial . Kindly contact Ms A Potter, Treasurer, Northern Region of the Donkey Breed
Society: adelep1816@gmail.com to advise of your donation.

Join us as we remember them.

Thank you.

Registered as a Charity 292268

All our wonderful supporters will be acknowledged in our commemorative booklet unless you request to remain
anonymous. You may also wish to gift a donation as a Christmas present to someone special — please let us
have their name so we can acknowledge them too.

A huge thank you to our friends
from the West Region and at

{ The Museum of The Queen’s
Royal Hussars, home for our
Purple Poppy Tour this autumn
and to all involved in the
Christmas event at The Lord
Leycester in Warwick.

Donkeys Donald and Pooka
were raising money for the
‘Statue on the Somme’ appeal.
Thank you to everyone who
donated, raising £474.00!
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An amazing vew publication from AWAMO and a
message from Nigel Allsopp, President of AWAMO

Dear Friends,

AWAMO has a new book out now ready for Xmas, part of funds raised will
directly assist AWAMOs animal charity in Ukraine. As you will be aware
AWAMO staff have been to Ukraine twice and we work alongside a Ukraine
NGO. We sponsor two animal sanctuaries and conduct K9 first aid training to
volunteer animal rescue groups.

Nigel Allsopp

Presidevt AWAMO

The book is available from: Shop - AWAMO and for further information about AWAMO check out: About - AWAMO. AWAMO’s
philosophy is: AWAMO honours the unbreakable bond between humans and animals in service. Through memorials, veteran support,
education, and global outreach, AWAMO ensures the courage, loyalty, and sacrifices of animals are never forgotten, inspiring future
generations and promoting compassion for all creatures.

What’s on in 20267?

Where might your donkeys take you next year?

If they take you out for a walk, you are more than likely to bump into someone - you will have
the opportunity to get chatting and tell them about donkeys and how amazingly wonderful
they are, their likes and dislikes and their needs. This is very important as many mistakenly
think that donkeys are only ever active on a beach, that they are happy to just stand in a field
and are incapable of leading full, enriched lives. However, we can change these
misconceptions by getting out and about, by bringing up conversations about donkeys and
volunteering to ‘spread the word’ in our local communities. Get in touch with your Area Rep
and together, start flagging up all things donkey! We can’t wait to see where your donkeys
take you in 2026!

Read on to discover SOME FORTHCOMING EVENTS ...


https://awamo.org.au/shop/
https://awamo.org.au/about/
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Please note that all members, from all over the Regions, are warmly invited to attend events across the
Regions — you don’t have to stick to events in your area or region — travel a little and enjoy a lot! We will keep
you posted on a variety of events/activities in the Regions.

JANUARY

The Northern AGM, Awards & Shared Lunch — Sunday 28" December — 11.00 am

Please contact Olwen to let her know if you can attend in person: 01457 762336. Contact Sarah if you would
like a Zoom invite: northerndonks@gmail.com Look forward to seeing you there!

Scotland, via Zoom, Have your say in shaping the Region on Monday 12%" January — 7.00 pm
Please email Kendall or Alison for a zoom invite. We really look forward to sharing thoughts and ideas.

Kendall kendallyoung99@ymail.com 07736 960081 Alison krobertson@btconnect.com 07860 342404

Colin’s New Year Party for Northern Region Juniors! Sunday 25" January 2026! 11.00 am
We would love to see as many juniors as possible! A fab start to a New Year full of our lovely long-ears!

Plenty of fun activities and a chance to meet all the Brownroad donkeys, horses and ponies! Bring warm
clothes and a picnic! We look forward to seeing you soon! Brownroad Farm, Gorsey Brow SK14 6EB.

Contact or ask your grown-up to contact Olwen 01457 762336 to let her know you can come along.

FEBRUARY

International War Animal Day — Tuesday 24" February

The Big Quilt Challenge. See p.16 for details of a very meaningful way in which you and your
friends can participate.

We are starting to compile the 2026 Training Days, Craft Days, Visits, Picnics, Showing, Driving and other
Events Calendar — please send any events that you think should be included, to Sarah Booth
northerndonks@gmail.com.
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For Sale

Donkey Harness for sale

Zilco driving harness specified for a big donkey. It took a lot of
trial and error to put together a set that was comfortable and
safe for my donkeys. It will adjust to fit any standard donkey
and includes a range of driving bits, different lengths of throat
lash, girth sleeves, pads and all the bells and whistles to
optimise comfort and performance.

If you are interested in all or any part of this set which is in
very good condition ready to go out and win prizes please
contact me to discuss. Price is negotiable and | will not be
hard to deal with | would love to see it in use rather that
hanging in the tack room gathering dust.

Alison Robertson 07806 342404

If you have any items for sale or gift in the new year, why not pop an ad in the mag? Note that the DBS
and/or DBS (NR) cannot be held responsible for the transactions (cash or gift) or any representations of
goods for sale/gift - the transactions are solely between the advertiser and the buyer or prospective buyer.

A great way to pass on things that you no longer need. Contact northerndonks@gmail.com.

A very Merry Christmas
and a wonderfully Happy New Year
to all our Vets and their Practice Staff,

and all our amazing Fab Farriersll
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Useful nvumbers:

NORTHERN REGION

Northern Region Chair and Regional Delegate: Allison Roberts allisonroberts254@outlook.com 01697
748311

Vice Chair: Liz Brown, 07517382472

Northern Region Secretary (Lead Purple Poppies Tour, WHMO Link & Fab Farriers Link): Sarah Booth,
07970375562 (phone signal is awful, so leave a message or text me and | will get back to you!)
northerndonks@gmail.com

Northern Region Treasurer: Adele Potter 07825741158 adelep1816@gmail.com

DBS Awards Regional Link & Training: Olwen Brown 01457 762336

AREA REPRESENTATIVES

Introduce yourself to your Area Rep and say what you would like to see happening in your Area. Area Reps
are always keen to hear your ideas and if you can volunteer some help at any time, that too would be most
welcome, although not obligatory!

Area Rep — Lancashire — Pam Moon

Pam: 07842 535993 pam.moon@talktalk.net

Area Rep — North & East Yorkshire/Cleveland

Caretaker rep Allison Roberts (details as above)

Area Rep — Cheshire/Greater Manchester — Olwen Brown
Olwen: 01457 762336

Area Reps — West Yorkshire — Adele Potter

Adele: 07825741158 adelepl816@gmail.com

Area Rep — Derbyshire & South Yorkshire —Janet Thornhill

Janet: 07976 556649 janet66thornhill@gmail.com

Area Rep — Cumbria - Julie Connolly
Julie: 07501 331014 julieconnollyl@aolcom
Area Rep — Northumberland — Debbie Hornby

Debbie: 07762 233140 debbiehornby@aol.com
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SCOTLAND

Acting Regional Delegate — Kendall Young 07736 960081 kendallyoung99@ymail.com
Regional Chair — position vacant

Regional Secretary - position vacant

Regional Treasurer - Alison Robertson 07860 342404 krobertson@btconnect.com

Membership!
Don’t forget to check your Membership status! Renew by 4" February!

You can renew your membership on the National DBS Website:
https://www.donkeybreedsociety.co.uk/membership

Thank you for being a member, your support is much valued locally and nationally.

Joy's Festive Farel

A welcome addition to a winter’s picnic — Joy’s Tea Loaf hits the spot every time!
Makes 2 x 1lb loaf tins or 1 x 2Ib tin.

6 oz sultanas, 6 oz currants, 6 oz soft brown sugar, 275mls strong tea, 1
large egg, 100z SR flour, % tsp cinnamon, % tsp nutmeg, pinch of salt. (Joy
uses mixed fruit.)

e Soak the fruit and sugar in tea overnight.

e Mixinthe remaining ingredients.

e Bakein 160 fan for 1 hour or until a skewer inserted into the loaf
comes out clean. Rest for 10 mins on a wire baking rack.

Thank you Joy!
Werry Christimas!
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And fivally . . .

The Avswers to our Merry Little
Christimas Quiz!

2025

1 Film: [Exeter]

2 Literature: [Lucius moral failure and enlightenment]

3 Literature: [Pinocchio]

4 Literature: [Don Quixote and Sancho Panza with [Rocinante horse and Dapple the donkey]

5 Literature/film: [a blue grey donkey stuffed with sawdust, the gloomiest character in the 100 acre wood]

6 Film: [A football playing mule from Yugoslavia who gets on the football team by showing his kick-ass 100-yard kicking ability, which he does
whenever he hears the word “Oyage”.]

7 History/Art: [1298-1235 BC Egypt]

8 History/Art: [5t Century Byzantine]

9 History/Art: [Flight into Egypt. Bartolome Carducho. Between 1600 and 1603.]
10 Art: [Constable]

11 [social — contact, occupational, sensory, physical, nutritional]

12 [rain scald (crusty skin, matted coat affecting shoulders, back and rump; it’s mud fever that affects the legs), make sure your donkey has access
to shelter and call your vet for advice]

13 16 — 20 breaths per minute

14 40-48 bpm

15 36.5-37.5C

16 Poisonous plants: [ragwort and rhododendron]
17 [white line disease]

18 [equine flu and tetanus]

19 [booster — make sure yours are up to date!]

20 Take the letters DBS and add 3 vowels — a, e and o —how many words can you make? Let us know and we will see if we can crown a champion
next issue — evidence needed!!!

Have a very happy Festive Seasown everyonel

If you have enjoyed this edition of ASSPIRE, why not have your say in the next one!! Contribute to future copies of ASSPIRE,
sharing your knowledge throughout the Regions! Send pictures, articles, snippets of news to northerndonks@gmail.com. Deadline
for the next issue: 27t March, 2026 . Thank you.

Please note that views expressed in this Newsletter are those of contributors and not necessarily representative of the Donkey Breed
Society.
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