EAR EAR — MAY 2026

The Newsletter of the Eastern Region of the Donkey Breed Society

Hi again everyone,

Welcome to our (late) Spring newsletter. I was going to say ‘at last it’s stopped raining’, then replace
that with ‘we need some rain’.... Livestock owners (and farmers and gardeners) are never satisfied!

For this issue, we have our usual full details of all of our committee members, most of whom also act
as officers / Area reps. Don’t hesitate to get in touch with any of them if you have ideas, need help or just
want a donkey chat! We have had some changes — so we welcome on board new committee members.

We also have a quick gallop through some of what the DBS has to offer — take a look and see what
there is — everything from walks to Christmas wreath making, all of it with good humour and fun.

Our calendar of events is filling up. Some are still in the planning stage, but others have dates fixed,
so get things in your diaries now. As anyone who has ever attended anything for the first time will tell you,
it is worth it!

As ever, please contact me with anything you would like to submit for inclusion (photos with a line
of explanation are always welcome) and with any ideas.

Carole

Who’s who

To save endless repetition of contact details, below is a list of who is who on the committee, who are the
Area Reps, and who is our Regional Delegate to the Society’s National Council.

For all the events we are organising, I will just show the name of who to get in touch with, then you can
refer back to this list.

Officers

Regional Chairman Liz Wright, cambs(@donkeybreedsociety.co.uk, 07951 753915
Regional Treasurer Dave Poole, c¢/o Carole

Regional Secretary Carole Travell, caroletravell@btinternet.com ,07889 162715
Regional Delegate to National Council Tracey Robinson,

bedsnorthants@donkeybreedsociety.co.uk, 07594 657760

Area Reps (all committee members)
Bedfordshire,Northamptonshire Tracey Robinson,

bedsnorthants@donkeybreedsociety.co.uk, 07594 657760
Buckinghamshire, Cambridgeshire, Huntingdon, Nottinghamshire

Liz Wright, cambs(@donkeybreedsociety.co.uk, 07951 753915

Essex Carole Travell,
essexwest@donkeybreedsociety.co.uk, 07889 162715
Hertfordshire Maggie Taylor,
herts@donnkeybreedsociety.co.uk, 07860 876154
Leicestershire, Rutland Tom and Debs McKay
lincsleics@donkeybreedsociety.co.uk 07725 999590
Norfolk, Suffolk Emma Germany,

eastanglia@donkeybreedsociety.co.uk 07919 371474

Other committee members

Annette Staveley, astaveleyl@hotmail.com, 01284830240
Joss Goodchild, jossbmg@icloud.com, 07788 810090
Rob Sims, rob.f.sims@gmail.com, 07900 293481
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What can you get from the DBS?

The list of what is on offer is long, but perhaps not as widely known as it should be — so here’s a taster!
Some you will know, others may be news — and of interest — so please, take advantage of what is there and
make the most of your Society. Most are free of charge as part of your membership, with a small charge for
some items to help cover costs.

Contacts. You have access to a UK wide network of donkey lovers and donkey experts - all of our area reps,
our committee and officers, the Society Secretary (Carol Morse 01732 864414) and, via these, friends and
knowledge from across the UK.

Events — social, educational and often a mix of both! Walks (often involving a pub lunch stop), drives, fun
agility, art and craft events (for the humans, not the donkeys!), teach-ins on basic handling, dentistry,
looking after donkey feet, agility, riding, long-reining, breaking to drive, showing — and a great chance to
ask questions on everything from feet to feeding to fencing. There is also the opportunity to join in some
very special occasions such as The London New Year’s Day Parade, Wisbech Rose Fair, demos at Gransden
Agricultural Show and the prestigious Your Horse Live event to name but a few. See the calendar further on
in this newsletter.

A walk in te sun — Create a Christas card A sunny (hi-viz) stroll

with a pub stop and ice-cream using your own photo

Publications
e The Donkey — Annual glossy magazine, with a round up of some annual events, useful info and
interesting articles.
Bray Talk — what is happening locally, and other news. 3 issues a year
e Your Regional newsletter — at least 2 issues a year full of local news, contacts and events. Feel free
to send in comments, suggestions, articles, photos etc — our Secretary, Carole, will be delighted to
receive them.

The main website — a mix of news and reference material. There’s lots to find out. A good reference tool for
all www.donkeybreedsociety.co.uk (and don’t forget the shop for reference books, Society clothing and
more!

Social media — hated by some, loved by others, and — used properly — a good and quick way to communicate
with our members and other donkey lovers (who may come and join us). A place to ask questions, share
news and celebrate all things donkey.

Facebook — an official page, a UK wide group and groups for each Region. Contact Carole if you can’t find
the groups you want. All groups are ‘closed’ so are not full of adverts or ‘dodgy’ postings!

Online communities covering (so far) Agility and Driving. They are friendly, very social and informative. Get-togethers
are held via Zoom. Contact Trudy Affleck for Agility at regdelsouth@donkeybreedsociety.co.uk, and Rob Sims for
Driving. Aimed at everyone from total novices to the experienced. A place to share knowledge and ask questions



http://www.donkeybreedsociety.co.uk/

Free educational Youtube videos on the Donkey Breed Society channel (just search for it). Very informative
presentations on feet, feeding, worms, skin, vaccinations and so much more — specifically covering donkeys
and delivered by a renowned donkey-expert vet.

Videos

The Skin, parasites and skin 3 Vaccinations - Donkey Breed : Worms and Worming - Part2 3
conditions - Donkey Breed ... Society - Donkey Breed Society

Awards / Certificates— Intro, Elementary, Bronze, Silver and Gold awards covering all things donkey. Social and
friendly training days held, with the tests being taken as part of the day. It is NOT intimidating, you can learn lots and
make friends too. Contact Liz. (Syllabus are on the website). Tests available to stretch your knowledge (full support
given to help you learn) for riding, long-reining, driving and first aid.

Challenges — fun schemes to set yourself and your donkey(s) challenges — Walking challenge (more details
further on), Pleasure Riding Scheme, Donkey (s)miles driving scheme, Regional Juniors activities points
scheme with cash prizes for the highest points in 2 age categories (see more later)

Regional and National schemes to recognize achievements in junior showing classes, conformation classes
and driving competitions.

Local and National awards for overall achievements for active Junior members.

Competitions From affiliated shows with classes for juniors (more rosettes than they will know what to do
with!), pet donkeys, immaculately turned out donkeys, conformation, long-reining, driving etc — and photo
shows for those who prefer not to travel.

Fab Farriers Scheme — a free National Scheme where you can nominate your farrier, if they are an expert in
all things donkey and really go the extra mile to look after your donkey’s feet — more details later.




The DBS is a National Equine Passport Issuing Authority (a PIO in Government-speak). We issue new
passports, process amendments, transfers of ownership and record deaths — with reduced rates for new
passport for DBS members.

And above all, things to do with your donkeys, and / or with other donkey loving people — with or without
donkeys directly involved. We’re a very easy-going and welcoming bunch and you will soon have a new
group of friends — plus have fun and gain more knowledge of how to care for and enjoy our long-eared
family.

Don’t forget — we are a Nationally registered charity, established in 1967, with a
long track record of educating Society members and the public regarding the
welfare needs of the donkey, plus ensuring they, and their abilities, gain wider

support and recognition.
We improve donkeys’ lives and enjoy ourselves while we do it.

Joss says ‘This annual
goal is our highlight,
the miles walked with
our donkeys definitely
gives us a deeper
connection with them.

The luxury awarded
rosettes are a lovely
added bonus.

CRNALSYA ALIID0S A3 IUE AIN

Give it a go!”

Walking challenge 2026 Every year you can enter your donkey(s) for the walking challenge. All you have
to do is keep a record as you clock up the miles when you take them for a walk. At the end of the year (by
30" November please) just let Annette know how many miles for each. It is completely free and you can get
wonderful rosettes for 25, 50 and 100 miles!

Fab Farrier Award

If you haven’t yet nominated your farrier and think they
are worthy of this award please consider nominating
them. Farriers must have a distinct knowledge of
donkey farriery, be well informed on all things donkey,
know the differences between donkeys and other
equines and go the extra mile for our long eared
equines. Successful applicants will receive a certificate
as well as being featured in the British Farrier &
Blacksmiths Association magazine, ‘The Forge’.

This is a great opportunity, not only to thank those farriers who go the extra mile for donkey feet, but also to
increase the profile of donkey feet, and the farriers who really care for them, amongst the professional
farriery body for the UK — a real ‘win win’! Nominated farriers have said how much they appreciate this.
To nominate your farrier contact Annette



Any excuse to show donkey photos. Why not send yours in?

Do vou have children, grandchildren, children of friends — do they like donkeys?

If you want a healthy and fun set of activities for children aged 3 to 16 (and onwards as students and adults),
we can offer something different from ‘doom scrolling’ for them! They don’t have to own a donkey to take
part. Our Regional Junior Activities Points Scheme gives points for almost any activity that is donkey
related. Examples include things like ‘putting on a headcollar’, ‘leading a donkey’, ‘picking out feet’,
‘helping to feed’, ‘helping to groom’ etc. Points are also awarded for sending in a picture or article for this
newsletter, for attending a training day or a show (spectating counts!).

We have 2 age ranges — 11 to 15 and 10 and under. Certificates and rosettes to all, with a cash prize of £20
for the highest in each age range. Contact Emma Germany to know more, record your activities and send
them in to her by the end of November.

Future events
In the planning stage we have
e A childrens’ summer teddy bears’ picnic, to be held at Gate & West Farm, Lawshall, Bury St.
Edmunds. Contact Emma Germany to express interest and find out more
e An ‘Intro to Showing’ day. Does anyone want some practical, hands on advice / demos on what
showing entails? Let Carole know, and if there is interest, we will try and set something up in an area
to suit you.
e Social at Newmarket— watch the morning exercise, a light lunch and look at the Horse Racing
Museum / Art Exhibition — Contact Joss if you fancy this.
e A Christmas fun event, possibly at Saffron Walden, Essex. Fancy dress, lucky dip, light-hearted craft
competitions, festive agility tasks, all with tinsel, food and drink! Let Carole know if you would like
to come along (with or without a donkey). Probably 12" or 13" December.

Scheduled events

Please ‘book in’ if you plan to come to an event. We have, in the past, cancelled things due to (apparent)
lack of interest, only to have several people then call to come along, just a day or two before.

For any of the shows listed, do come along and meet fellow members showing their donkeys. Come and
have a chat at ringside!

When What (and who to contact if arranged by us)

Saturday Hadleigh Farmers Show, nr Ipswich
16" May

Sat 23rd Herts County Show, just off M1, Redbourne
May

Thurs 28" | Suffolk County Show, Ipswich
May

Thurs 26" | Royal Norfolk Show, Norwich
June




Sat 27t

Wisbech Rose Fair (Carnival Parade). Fancy dress theme ‘Pirates, Robots and

June Chickens (we are not making this up!) Donkeys plus Handlers and extra
people needed. Contact Tom and Debs McKay,

Sat 111 Tendring Show, Nr Clacton

July

Sat 251 Heckington Show, Sleaford

July

Sat 8" Aug | Dentistry talk, Gate and West Farm, Lawshall, nr Bury St Edmunds. Contact
Emma Germany

Sat 2214 DBS National Show — Pickering Equestrian Centre, Coalville, Leics. Come

Aug and take part, help steward etc or just to participate. Contact Carole

Sat 26™ Gransden Show — Petting pen, stand and demo, Donkeys, plus people with

Sept and without donkeys needed to help — Contact Carole

Sat 3 Oct | ERADS — Our Regional Show. Helpers needed. Classes for all typers of
donkey and exhibitor. Ideal for Novices and loads of classes for Juniors.
Contact Liz -

Fri/ Sat/ Your Horse Live! Stoneleigh Park, Warks. The DBS have a stand over the 3

Sun 6"/ 7% | days and can do with help to man it. You get free entry and time to shop / see

/ 8™ Nov the demos etc. Contact Carole

Sat 14t Society National AGM, Belfast, NI. Come for the whole weekend! Details

Nov will be in Bray Talk or ring Carol Morse 01732 864414

Sat 21 Social ‘make your Christmas pudding’ event. Chat, tea and cakes. Mix your

Nov pudding, take it home for a final stir and a wish, then steam. Witnesham,
Ipswich. Contact Emma Young 07833 767877. Numbers strictly limited

6" Dec Christmas Wreath making, Gate & West Farm, Lawshall, nr Bury St.

Edmunds Contact Annette

Acorn, a 2026 baby.

A planned mating from
carefully selected parents.

Mum looking a little
relieved once he had
arrived, with him very
freshly born as still wet —
but standing up!

And again, a short while
after, once dry.




