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ASSPIRE!  
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTHERN & SCOTTISH REGIONS 

OF THE DONKEY BREED SOCIETY 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 

  
 

fƣќƚШƣőĲШÉƓƖŔŰŊШEĬŔƣŔŸŰШт enjoy! 
 
 

   

Dear All,   
 
ìĲШċƖĲШĦĲƖƣċŔŰũǃШũŔƻŔŰŊШŔŰШљŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣŔŰŊШƣŔůĲƚњШƽőŔĦőĲƻĲƖШƽċǃШǃŸƨШŔŰƣĲƖƓƖĲƣШƣőĲШŉċůŸƨƚШƕƨŸƣċƣŔŸŰЮШÉĲƣƣŔŰŊШ
ċƚŔĬĲШƣőĲШƽŸƖũĬШŔƚƚƨĲƚЯШċŰĬШŸŰШċШůƨĦőШůŸƖĲШƓĲƖƚŸŰċũШũĲƻĲũЯШƽĲќƻĲШŉŔŰŔƚőĲĬШƽŔƣőШƽŔŰƣĲƖбШĲƻĲŰШŔŉШƣőĲƖĲШ
ƽċƚŰќƣШůƨĦőШƚŰŸƽШƽĲШƽĲƖĲШĦĲƖƣċŔŰũǃШƣƖĲċƣĲĬШƣŸШƨŰĦŸnscionable amounts of rain т you should see what 
I was previously please to call the paddock, for it now resembles a battlefield. But with the advent of 
ƚƓƖŔŰŊƣŔůĲЯШfќůШőŸƓĲŉƨũШƣőĲШƓċĬĬŸĦťШƽŔũũШƖĲĦŸƻĲƖШƕƨŔĦťũǃШċŰĬШċũũШƣőĲШĬŸŰťĲǃШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣƚШũŔŰĲĬШƨƓШŉŸƖШƣőĲШ
coming months will come to fruition. 
 
ÅċĬŔŸШΠШőċƚШċШƓŸƓƨũċƖШƽĲĲťũǃШƓƖŸŊƖċůůĲШĦċũũĲĬШљ Ш]ŸŸĬШÅĲċĬњШĤƨƣШŔƣШĦċŰШŔŰШŰŸШƽċǃШƖŔƻċũШAsspire so 
take your time to read this spring 2026 edition, to reread it more slowly even, in order to savour it 
properly. Happy reading; oh, and happy springtime too! 
 
Whether you embark on Palm Sunday pilgrimage walks, join regional visits, forge links with donkey 
ƓĲŸƓũĲШŸŰШŸƣőĲƖШĦŸŰƣŔŰĲŰƣƚШŸƖШĦċƣĦőШƨƓШŸŰШ9ŸũŔŰќƚШċŰƣŔĦƚШũĲƣќƚШċũũШĲůĤċƖťШŸŰШċШƽŸŰĬĲƖŉƨũШƚƓƖŔŰŊƣŔůĲЯШ
going forward into the summer with our donkey themed pursuits! 
 
 
 
Best regards, Allison.  (Allison Roberts, Chair, DBS Northern Region) 

  

   

http://www.donkeybreedsociety.co.uk/
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In the News . . . 

We now have a date for the installation of our donkey, at the 

International War Animal Memorial at Pozieres on the Somme . . . 

Saturday 12th September, 2026 
Turn to page 24 for a sneak peek of our beautiful donkey.  We think Roll & Scroll in 
Grantham have produced beautiful silhouettes (for us and the War Horse Memorial 
Organisation) for what will be a very poignant event.  We just need to get our donkey 
out to France and safely installed later this year.  Please help us to raise the final funds 
ŰĲĲĬĲĬШƣŸШůċťĲШƣőŔƚШőċƓƓĲŰЮШШ?ŸŰċƣŔŰŊШĦŸƨũĬŰќƣШĤĲШĲċƚŔĲƖЯШŢƨƚƣШƚĦċŰШƣőĲШÄÅШĦŸĬĲг 
Every little bit really does help.  Thank you. 

For further information about the Installation Event, please contact Sarah Booth northerndonks@gmail.com . 

To view the International War Animal Memorial:  Pozieres War Animal Memorial - AWAMO. 

 

An important and much 

deserved accolade for . . . 

Marie Bates   

Marie has become the first recipient of a new 
biennial award, given by the NR Chair, that 
honours outstanding and unwavering 
contribution to a range of high-profile events 
undertaken by the Region.  Congratulations 
Marie!  òŸƨШĦċŰШƖĲċĬШċĤŸƨƣШ~ċƖŔĲќƚШƖĲĦĲŰƣШ
support for lectures given to equine studies 
students on pp 13-15.   

 

 

An important message from Olwen to Parents of Northern Region 

Donkey Breed Society Juniors: 

ћI have a wide range of riding jackets, jodhpur boots and jodhpurs to loan, thanks to a gift from Dianna 
and John Dunston. 

Children grow rapidly and soon outgrow riding clothes so I wish to loan them until they are outgrown and 
ċƖĲШƖĲƣƨƖŰĲĬЮќШШÂũĲċƚĲШĦŸŰƣċĦƣШ§ũƽĲŰШŉŸƖШůŸƖĲШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰаШШΜΝΠΡΤШΤΣΞΟΟΣЮ 

mailto:northerndonks@gmail.com
https://awamo.org.au/memorial/pozieres-war-animal-memorial/
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And a brief look at stories  from other organisations that  have also caught our 
attention  

 

fƣќƚШƣőċƣШƣŔůĲШŸŉШǃĲċƖШċŊċŔŰШт spring grass is on the way! 

ћìőǃШÉƓƖŔŰŊШ]ƖċƚƚШ]ƖŸƽƚШÉŸШ[ċƚƣ 

When the soil warms to around 5°C, grass begins to grow. Once temperatures reach roughly 10°C, the 
whole field enters its peak growing phase. This fast-growing spring grass is full of sugars and has good 
levels of protein, which can be both helpful and potentially risky depending on your яĬŸŰťĲǃќƚѐ ŰĲĲĬƚЮќШШ
Smart Spring Grazing: Keeping Ponies Healthy with NAF | The Pony Club UK 

 

Watch out for sycamore!  

Sycamore seedlings contain a highly toxic compound known as 
Hypoglycin A (HGA), which can cause Atypical Myopathy. This 
condition is often fatal, with a survival rate of around 30-40%. The 
risk is particularly high in spring when seedlings first appear and 
again in autumn and winter when seeds drop. Even paddocks free of 
sycamore trees may still be at risk from seeds blown onto the 
pasture. To minimize the risk, [donkey] owners should regularly clear 
pastures of sycamore seeds and seedlings, especially in spring and 
autumn. If sycamore trees are present, it is crucial to remove the 
seeds and seedlings promptly to prevent poisoning.  Horse & Hound.  

 

7ƖŔƣŔƚőШcŸƖƚĲШÉŸĦŔĲƣǃќƚШ?ĲċĬШÉũŸƽШ9ċůƓċŔŊŰШůċƖťƚШΝΜШǃĲċƖƚ 

The British Horse Society (BHS) has released its ten-year Dead Slow road safety statistics, revealing a 
welcome reduction in recorded road incidents involving horses in 2025 т but warning that fatality figures 
remain high. 

While incident numbers have fluctuated over the last decade т peaking in 2022 at 3,552 т the number of 
horse fatalities has risen significantly since the campaign began. In 2016, 21 horse deaths were 
recorded. By 2025, that figure had climbed to 59 т a 180% increase. 

The changes to the Highway Code in 2022 were a pivotal milestone for the Dead Slow campaign and the 
ĲƕƨĲƚƣƖŔċŰШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃЮШ[ŸũũŸƽŔŰŊШƚŔŊŰŔŉŔĦċŰƣШŔŰƻŸũƻĲůĲŰƣШŉƖŸůШ7cÉШŔŰШƣőĲШcŔŊőƽċǃШ9ŸĬĲШƖĲƻŔĲƽќƚШ
stakeholder group for vulnerable roads users, the updated guidċŰĦĲШŔŰƣƖŸĬƨĦĲĬШƣőĲШĦőċƖŔƣǃќƚШťĲǃШ
behavioural messages for passing horses safely, including leaving at least two metres of space and 
passing at no more than 10mph.  

However, while awareness of equestrian road safety has undoubtedly improved, the data suggests that 
greater work still needs to be done to reinforce this guidance. 

https://pcuk.org/news/smart-spring-grazing-keeping-ponies-healthy-with-naf/
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In 2025: 
¶ 78% of incidents occurred because a driver passed too closely 

¶ 83% involved a vehicle passing too quickly т the highest percentage recorded since 2017 

¶ 22% of riders experienced road rage or abuse (down from 40% in 2016) 

On average, over the last ten years, 80.6% of incidents involved a driver passing too closely. The 
proportion of drivers passing too fast has steadily risen again since 2018.  BHS has praised the 
extraordinary support shown by riders, carriage drivers, volunteers, equestrian organisations, the police 
and road safety stakeholders over the past decade, whose reporting and campaigning efforts have made 
Dead Slow one of the most recognised equestrian safety initiatives in the UK. Yet the charity is still calling 
on the government to produce more succinct information and awareness of the changes in the Highway 
Code. 
Alan Hiscox, Director of Safety at British Horse Society ЯШƚċŔĬаШљ§ƻĲƖШƣőĲШũċƚƣШƣĲŰШǃĲċƖƚЯШƣőĲШĲƕƨĲƚƣƖŔċŰШ
community has come together in an extraordinary way. Riders have reported incidents, our volunteers 
őċƻĲШĦċůƓċŔŊŰĲĬШƣŔƖĲũĲƚƚũǃЯШċŰĬШƽĲќƻĲШƽŸƖťĲĬШƽŔƣőШůċŰǃШƚƣċťĲőŸũĬĲƖƚШċĦƖŸƚƚШƣőĲШŔŰĬƨƚƣƖǃЯШċŰĬШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШ
road ƚċŉĲƣǃШƽŸƖũĬЯШƽőŸќƻĲШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣĲĬШ?ĲċĬШÉũŸƽШƽŔƣőШƓċƚƚŔŸŰШċŰĬШĦŸůůŔƣůĲŰƣЮШÑőċƣШĦŸũũĲĦƣŔƻĲШĲŉŉŸƖƣШőċƚШ
undoubtedly raised awareness and helped reduce the number of incidents we are seeing today. 

But 59 horses lost in one year is 59 too many. Behind every statistic is a devastated owner, a traumatised 
rider and a community that feels that loss deeply. The changes to the Highway Code were a landmark 
ůŸůĲŰƣЯШċŰĬШƽőŔũĲШƽĲќƖĲШŊƖċƣĲŉƨũШŉŸƖШƣőĲШŊŸƻĲƖŰůĲŰƣќƚШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲĬШĲŰŊċŊĲůĲŰƣШŸŰШƖŸċĬШƚċŉĲƣǃЯШƣőĲШĬċƣċШ
shows that dangerous passing т too close and too fast т remains commonplace. 

We must continue to push for an approach that combines education, prevention and enforcement of the 
rules. We owe it to everyone who loves horses as much as we do and every horse in our lives to make our 
ƖŸċĬƚШƚċŉĲƖЮњ 
British Horse Society's Dead Slow Campaign Marks Ten Years | The British Horse Society   

Late news é just in on the eve of going to press . . .  think twice as 

·~¯ óªj]hô ] §rf®¯ªj r| ®qj §ªj««×   

Teddy, Marie BatesќШŊŸƖŊĲŸƨƚШůŔŰŔШĬŸŰťĲǃЯШƽċƚШƓŔĦƣƨƖĲĬШŸŰШƣőĲШŉƖŸŰƣШ
page of The Times newspaper on Monday morning, Marie ƣĲũũƚШƨƚаШћfќůШŰŸƣШ
ťĲĲŰШŸŰШƣőĲШƓőŸƣŸШŔŰШƣŸĬċǃќƚШÑŔůĲƚ.  ÑĲĬĬǃќƚШƕƨŔƣĲШċШƕƨŔĦťШƽċũťĲƖШ[I can 
vouch for this when we were at Richmond! Ed.] and he kept walking ahead 
of the chorister, so the photo was taken with him standing still and the 
chorister lifting up the lead rope as though leading him into the 
CċƣőĲĬƖċũќЮ   So, ǃŸƨШƚĲĲЯШőĲШƽċƚŰќƣШĤĲŔŰŊШƓƨũũĲĬШŔŰƣŸШƣőĲШ9ċƣőĲĬƖċũШт far 
from it.  Unfortunately, we do not always have an editorial say. 

The Blackberry Donkeys put in an amazing stint over the weekend:  Teddy 
and Maurice attended St Mary the Virgin Church, Shincliffe for their Palm 
Sunday commemorations on Saturday afternoon, pictured in the 
Yorkshire Post.  On Sunday morning Teddy was at Ripon Cathedral and in 
the afternoon, Bandit and Maurice went to a church in Darlington and one of the children painted Bandit 
onto a stone!  See:  Long Ears Donkey Centre - Home of Blackberry Donkeys | Facebook ! 

Credit: Yorkshire Post - lovely 
positive pics! 

https://www.bhs.org.uk/about-us/latest-news/dead-slow-campaign-marks-ten-years/
https://www.facebook.com/blackberrydonkeys/
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What a grand day out!  

. . . When 40 + members of the 

?~ª®qjª| Ljpr~| ´r«r®jh Oqµ]r®j«ô 

Mqrªj« ]|h >ª« ,~µ«~|ô« 6fj 

Cream Farm! 

What a superb turnout and not a donkey in 
sight! 
  
It was fabulous to see so many members and 
their families shown around the stables of 
Thwaites Brewery in Lancashire. The four shire 
horses: Drummer, Regal, Thunder and Storm were, to put it bluntly, magnificent т all black with four 
white socks and all around 18 hands, with their huge hooves and gigantic heads, but all so gentle and 
enjoying the fuss. 
  
The immaculate stables with their bright red bars and shiny brass features were a reflection on the work 
that keeps everything so stunning. 
  
As for the harness rooms т wowser т everything cleaned every time it is used, the collars are huge, the 
brass and chrome positively gleaming. 
  
Huge thanks to Bev for talking us through everything and to Jean Marsden for organising our visit. 
  

Following on from the Thwaites visit, many of us ventured a bit further 
up the A59 to Mrs Dowsonќs Ice Cream Parlour and Farm Park, where 

we wandered round amongst the animals, the children played on the go-karts and climbing frames, we 
enjoyed yummy lunch and of course it was all followed by ice cream. 
  
All in all, a grand day out. 
Pam Moon 
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Thank you to everyone who sent in photos of the 
visit.  What a grand day out! 

 

 

 

If you have a suggestion as to somewhere that would be 
great place for us all to visit, contact Sarah 
northerndonks@gmail.com!  
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The thoughts and escapades of a much loved and versatile Northern donkey . . . 

Dear Juniors, 

I expect you are all glad that winter is over especially as it was so wet and cold and are looking 

forwards to all the activities of spring and summer.  At Easter I go to the Palm Sunday service 

at our local church and to an Easter Egg hunt (carrots for me) on Good Friday.  Soon it will be 

the showing season when I can meet you again. 

It is raining at the moment but last week we had a lovely sunny day and we donkeys had such 

fun.  Liz had left two lunge lines and a headcollar in the yard.  We got a bit bored with our 

usual trick of decorating the yard with wheelbarrows and brushes, they are fun to push 

around, so we decided to drape the red lunge line over them.  Diccon even put the blue one 

over his head and dragged it around.  He did look silly. We then decided to visit our friend 

Wash, the ex-race horse.  He opened the top bolt of his door and I opened the kicking bolt on 

the bottom.  Wash pushed it open and invited us into his stable to share his hay.  Otto was a 

bit scared at first as he is tiny and Wash is very tall but he soon got used to him as Wash is very 

gentle.  Owen came into the yard at this point and spoiled our fun. 

άhƘ ŘƻƴƪŜȅǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ƎǊƻŀƴŜŘΣ άǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎΚέ  L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ Ŧǳƴ ōǳǘ 

she grumbled as she put everything back in its place. 

L ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿǎΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ΨǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΩ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ 

jenny donkey in Australia she is called Penny and I asked 

her if she would write and tell me what life is like for a 

donkey there.  I will let you know about it when she 

replies. 

 

LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 

Love, 

 Colin X 

 
 
 Colin's Australian friend, Penny  
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Colin and the Baby Dinosaur  

A true tale for Juniors 
 

This story starts several years ago.  As I went out one 
morning to put the donkeys into their field, I noticed that 
Colin was standing staring at his half eaten haynet.  As 
you know, Colin loves his food and is usually the first 
donkey to eat all his hay, so something was wrong. 
 
ìőĲŰШċŰШċŰŔůċũШĬŸĲƚŰќƣШĤĲőċƻĲШċƚШŔƣШŰŸƖůċũũǃШĬŸĲƚШ
means that you, as a responsible owner, must find out 
why.  I wondered if anything was wrong with his teeth, did 
he feel ill?  Was there anything bad about the hay? But all 
the others had finished their hayЯШƚŸШƣőċƣШĦŸƨũĬŰќƣШĤĲШƣőĲШ
cause.  Why was Colin staring at the net in that funny 
way?  
 
As I moved nearer, I saw the answer.  A fierce little head with a row of teeth was poking 
through the haynet.  At first glance I thought it was a stoat, a fierce little wild animal 
ĤĲũŸŰŊŔŰŊШƣŸШƣőĲШƽĲċƚĲũШŉċůŔũǃЯШĤƨƣШŔƣШĬŔĬŰќƣШůŸƻĲЮШШÑőĲŰШfШƖĲĦŸŊŰŔƚĲĬШŔƣШċnd began to 
laugh. 
 
љ9ŸũŔŰњЯШfШĲǂĦũċŔůĲĬЯШљǃŸƨШċƖĲШƚĦċƖĲĬШŸŉШċШĤċĤǃШĬŔŰŸƚċƨƖгњ 
 
It was a toy T. Rex dinosaur which had been in trouble, it only had two feet and half a tail.  I 
took it out of the net and gave it to Moss, one of my sheepdogs. 
 
Moss loves toys and he especially loved the dinosaur, but how did it get into the hay?  Why 
had it only got two feet and half a tail? 
 
When Ben, the local farmer, delivered the next load of hay I asked him about the dinosaur. 
 
љfШƽŸŰĬĲƖĲĬШƽőĲƖĲШŔƣШƽċƚњЯШőĲШƚċŔĬЯШљŔƣШĤĲũŸŰŊĲĬШƣŸШŸŰĲШŸŉШůǃШĬŸŊƚШƽőŸШƽċƚШƓũċǃŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШŔƣШ
ŔŰШƣőĲШŉŔĲũĬШƽőŔũƚƣШfШƽċƚШůŸƽŔŰŊШƣőĲШŊƖċƚƚШƣŸШůċťĲШƣőĲШőċǃЮШШ~ŸƚƚШĦċŰШťĲĲƓШŔƣЮњ 
 
That explained how the dinosaur got into the hay with only two feet and half a tail. 
 
ШŉĲƽШůŸŰƣőƚШũċƣĲƖШĤċĤǃШĬŔŰŸƚċƨƖШы7?ьШĬŔƚċƓƓĲċƖĲĬЯШƽĲШĦŸƨũĬŰќƣШŉŔŰĬШőŔůШċŰĬШċŉƣĲƖШċШƣŔůĲШ

we forgot BD.  He turned up again in the bottom of a tub of flowers I was sorting out.  Tim, 
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ŸƨƖШŸƣőĲƖШƚőĲĲƓĬŸŊШůƨƚƣШőċƻĲШĤƨƖŔĲĬШőŔůШƣőĲƖĲЮШШcĲШĬŸĲƚŰќƣШƓũċǃШƽŔƣőШƣŸǃƚШĤƨƣШũŸƻĲƚШƣŸШ
bury things, especially if they belong to Moss.  BD had a good wash and was given back to 
a delighted Moss. 
 
Some time later, BD disappeared once again. 
 
One day, a small, green leg appeared sticking out of the edge of the muck heap.  Guess 
who it was . . . ? 
 
BD was dug up, given a good scrub and returned to Moss. 
 
љxŸŸťШċŉƣĲƖШőŔůШĦċƖĲŉƨũũǃЯњШfШƣŸũĬШőŔůЮШШcĲШĬŔĬШċŰĬШĦċƖƖŔĲĬШőŔůШċƖŸƨŰĬШƣőĲШŉċƖůШċũũШĬċǃШũŸŰŊЯШ
leaving him in the dog pen at night. 
 
BD must be like a cat with 9 lives because last November disaster struck!  There is a steep 
slope from the farm ĬƖŔƻĲШŔŰƣŸШƣőĲШǃċƖĬЮШШÑőĲШĤƖċťĲƚШŸŰШċШƻŔƚŔƣŸƖќƚШĦċƖШŉċŔũĲĬШċŰĬШƣőĲШĬƖŔƻĲƖ-
ũĲƚƚШĦċƖШƚƓĲĬШŔŰƣŸШƣőĲШǃċƖĬШċŰĬШĦƖċƚőĲĬШŔŰƣŸШƣőĲШĬŸŊШƓĲŰЮШШxƨĦťŔũǃШƣőĲШĬŸŊƚШƽĲƖĲŰќƣШŔŰШŔƣШĤƨƣШ
guess who was?  BABY DINOSAUR.  He was squashed up against the bent bars of the run 
and lost another leg and foot. 
 
The pen has been replaced and BD is back with Moss.  When you visit us and see a one 
legged, tail-less T. Rex dinosaur called BD, you will know all about its adventures which all 
ƚƣċƖƣĲĬШƽŔƣőШћŊŸŸĬШŸũĬШ9ŸũŔŰќг 
 
 
Olwen Brown 
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ìőŸШťŰĲƽШƣőċƣШћċŰШĲƚƣŔůċƣĲĬШΞΟΜЯΜΜΜШт ΞΡΜЯΜΜΜќШċƖĲШĲůƓũŸǃĲĬШŔŰШ
the equine sector in the UK?  Our Chair does and she went in 
search of some of those training to join a broad variety of horsey 
jobs т after all, they may just encounter a donkey.  
 
Allison tells us more . . .  
Keen to add another strand to the work of the region, this time beyond the membership, and to spread 
the knowledge of all things donkey, I started to contact colleges in our region (there are remarkably eight 
of them) that offer equine courses, so that students come to understand the differences between horses 
and donkeys. 
 
These students are planning for careers in the equine world and will often come across donkeys on a 
ǃċƖĬШƚŸШŔƣќƚШĦƖŔƣŔĦċũШƣőċƣШƣőĲǃШũĲċƖŰЯШċƓƓƖĲĦŔċƣĲШċŰĬШƣċťĲШċĦĦŸƨŰƣШŸŉШĬŸŰťĲǃƚќШƨŰŔƕƨĲШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖŔƚƣŔĦƚШŔŰШ
their work. I guess this is second nature to many oŉШƨƚШĬŸŰťĲǃШŸƽŰĲƖƚШĤƨƣШŔƣШŔƚŰќƣШŰĲĦĲƚƚċƖŔũǃШƚŸШŉŸƖШ
љőŸƖƚĲǃњШƓĲŸƓũĲЮШfШƖĲůĲůĤĲƖШĤĲŔŰŊШŸŰШċШǃċƖĬШƽŔƣőШŸŰĲШĬŸŰťĲǃШċŰĬШŸƻĲƖШƣőŔƖƣǃШőŸƖƚĲƚбШƣőĲШƓŸŸƖШĬŸŰťĲǃШ
was overweight simply because it was being fed the same diet as the competition ponies! They happily 
switched her to a straw-based diet with the result quite quickly that they had a more active, fitter, 
happier donkey. 
 
Just to give a bit of background here are some stats on the employment numbers in the UK equine sector 
т љċŰШĲƚƣŔůċƣĲĬШΞΟΜЯΜΜΜШƣŸШΞΡΜЯΜΜΜШƓĲŸƓũĲЯШůċťŔŰŊШŔƣШċШůċŢŸƖШƖƨƖċũШĲůƓũŸǃĲƖЮШÑőĲШŔŰĬƨƚƣƖǃШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣƚШ
roughly 850,000 horses and contributes up to £8bn annually to the economy. Within this, the British 
őŸƖƚĲШƖċĦŔŰŊШŔŰĬƨƚƣƖǃШċũŸŰĲШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣƚШŸƻĲƖШΥΡЯΜΜΜШŢŸĤƚЮњШ§ŉƣĲŰШĬŸŰťĲǃƚШċƖĲШƨƚĲĬШŸŰШƖċĦŔŰŊШǃċƖĬƚШƣŸШĦċũůШ
the more highly strung thoroughbreds to/from/at racecourses. 
 
The colleges offer equine courses with all sorts of flavours т equine science, equine business 
management, equine sports science and coaching, equine therapy and rehabilitation т and at all 
different levels from post grad through undergraduate degrees, foundation level courses, to more 
practical levels for apprenticeships and even day release courses in subjects like equine husbandry, 
equine veterinary nursing, yard management, riding instruction, grooming, equine nutrition and equine 
behaviour. 
 
My initial approach to some of the colleges elicited a positive response from one in Beverley, East 
Yorkshire т ǃŸƨШĦŸƨũĬŰќƣШŊĲƣШċŰǃШŉƨƖƣőĲƖШŉƖŸůШůǃШőŸůĲШŔŰШŰŸƖƣőШ9ƨůĤƖŔċгШ?ƖŔƻŔŰŊШƣőĲƖĲШċŰĬШĤċĦťШŔŰШ
January was definitely unappealing but fortunately I could get there by train т well three trains to be 
ƓƖĲĦŔƚĲЯШƽŔƣőШƣŔůŔŰŊƚШƣőċƣШƖĲƕƨŔƖĲĬШċŰШŸƻĲƖŰŔŊőƣШŔŰШ7ĲƻĲƖũĲǃЮШÑőċƣШƽċƚШċƣƣƖċĦƣŔƻĲЯШƣƖƨƣőШƣŸШƣĲũũЯШĤĲĦċƨƚĲШfќĬШ
never visited there before. 
 
The college had asked for three sessions with students ranging from undergraduates through to 
apprentices, each group needing a different pitch. The subject quickly fascinated the groups, who, I 
suspect, were a little dubious about the value of the session at the outset; surprisingly the majority of the 
students had come across donkeys on their yards although not one had handled a donkey! 
 
The sessions ranged over the physical differences between donkeys and horses, (from the different 
number of chromosomes, through the differences in hoof profile, respiratory rates, coats, digestion and 
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diet, to behaviour) and the significance of these differences in their management; the material quickly 
ĲŰŊċŊĲĬШĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲќƚШċƣƣĲŰƣŔŸŰЮ 
 
Unexpectedly, into the second section poured as many staff members from all over the equine section 
as there were students, so we were standing room only! The word must have got out in the staffroom that 
this was of interest and even of importance. 
 
To bring the subject to life we had the services of Teddy and Maurice, two donkeys brought onto campus 
by Marie Bates, accompanied by Thomas her son, of Long Ears Donkey Centre, home of Blackberry 
Donkeys. For them this involved a two hour drive each way aŰĬШŉŸƖШ~ċƖŔĲШŔƣШůĲċŰƣШŉŸƖŉĲŔƣŔŰŊШċШĬċǃќƚШ
income too. As you can imagine, Teddy and Maurice stole the hearts of the students. And somehow the 
bush telegraph worked throughout the vast campus so staff and students from other courses presented 
themselves too! Marie and her boys never even had a minute to themselves all day! I have a memory of a 
member of staff encouraging miniature Teddy over a long series of poles in the vast indoor arena! 
 
For safeguarding reasons the college wants us to ensure photos conform to their stringent rules so here 
is one the authorities would approve. 
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In all, this was a tremendous success, one that I hope will be replicated in other colleges in the future. 
Flying the flag for the DBS, the Northern Region, and most importantly for donkeys and their place in the 
UK equine world has to be a good thing. Let ůĲШťŰŸƽШŔŉШǃŸƨќĬШũŔťĲШƣŸШĤĲШŔŰƻŸũƻĲĬШŔŰШƖŸũũŔŰŊШƣőŔƚШƓƖŸŊƖċůůĲШ
out across the region. 
 

Allison Roberts   

allisonroberts254@outlook.com  
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Veterinary Corner 

ìĲќƻĲШőċĬШƚŸůĲШƓŸŸƖũǃШĬŸŰťĲǃƚШŔŰШƣőĲШÅĲŊŔŸŰШŸƻĲƖШƣőĲШũċƚƣШŉĲƽШůŸŰƣőƚШŸƖШƚŸЯШőĲƖĲШ
are some of their stories  

Cuddles  

Sarah Standing 

9ƨĬĬũĲƚШőċƚШŢƨƚƣШƣƨƖŰĲĬШΦЯШőĲќƚШőċĬШƚĲƻĲƖċũШƚċƖĦŸŔĬs removed from his cheek, sheath and also a leg 
when he was 3/4 yrs, so they were either banded or had cream applied from vets at home. 

 
On this occasion Hannah, who helps me care for the donkeys, llamas and also ponies, called me to ask 
ůĲШŔŉШfШťŰĲƽШċĤŸƨƣШċШőċƖĬШũƨůƓШċƣШƣőĲШƚŔĬĲШŸŉШőŔƚШƣƨůůǃЯШŢƨƚƣШĤĲũŸƽШőŔƚШƖŔĤШĦċŊĲЮШfШĬŔĬŰќƣШťŰŸƽЮШcĲШőċƚШċШ
ƻĲƖǃШĬĲĲƓШƣőŔĦťШĦŸċƣЮШШÉŸШƽőǃШĬŔĬŰќƣШfШŉĲĲũШŔƣеШШìĲШċƖĲШċũƽċǃƚШŊƖŸŸůŔŰŊЯШƚŸůĲƣŔůĲƚШŉĲĲũŔŰŊШtheir bodies for 
clumps of mud, so this area I had missed. I was very upset, the vet said it was an unusual sarcoid 
particularly in this area, so he would need to take photos for the surgeon.  

 

The next day the surgeon explained how Cuddles would benefit from laser 
surgery instead of cutting away this sarcoid to prevent it from growing back 
again.  I explained that I had no transport, also that I am a guardian for Cuddles 
through the Donkey Sanctuary.  So, at 100 miles per hour, I called the Donkey 
Sanctuary, explaining who I was and so on . . . then they arranged help . . . 
thank goodness!  Adele Crompton a donkey welfare adviser called me, 
explained that she would collect Cuddles alongside another donkey as 
company for him.  

 

Having five donkeys, I made the decision to take Tulip, his sister, she is very 
calm - ůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШfќũũШĲƻĲƖШĤĲгШШcŔƚШůŸƣőĲƖШ7ũŸƚƚŸůШƽŸƨũĬШŰŸƣШĤĲШƚƨŔƣċĤũĲШċƚШƚőĲШŔƚШƻĲƖǃШƨŰƓƖĲĬŔĦƣċĤũĲШ
with behaviour, and could possibly kick, panic, so that would create mayhem. Tickles and Daisy are a 

very bonded pair, so it would be unwise to separate them.   

 
My vets contacted the donkey sanctuary vets, as Adele explained they 
must stay in contact with all relevant information about his 
procedure.  Adele travelled a long distance accompanied by another 
welfare officer.  Both ladies were so wonderful, so experienced in taking 
care of Cuddles and Tulip. They both loaded well into the trailer with lots of 
bribes whilst shaking the buckets full of treats, the ladies walking 
backwards into the trailer whilst the donkeys sheepishly followed. Well, 
once they were on board, our journey began, from Derby to Loughborough; 
I followed behind.  
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Upon arrival, once they had disembarked from the trailer, and they were reluctant to get out, they both 
gathered their thoughts as to their whereabouts.  We gently escorted them into their large super super-

king fluffy straw stable, gave them a huge love, then waited whilst they 
were checked in.  

 
I felt really relieved, I knew he was having the finest care.  Both donkeys 
were so well-behaved, so calm, so trusting.  They went into the place 
where the treatment was taking place, at that point we left. 

 
I had interesting conversations with Adele, her colleague too, telling me 
about their work, how long they had been with the Donkey Sanctuary, 
ŰĲƽƚШċĤŸƨƣШŸƣőĲƖШĬŸŰťĲǃƚќШƽĲũŉċƖĲЯШċũƚŸШŊƨċƖĬŔċŰƚШũŔťĲШůĲШƽőŸШĦċŰШ
have as much support from them, especially when animals have 
surgery. 

Cuddles had laser surgery, also a biopsy taken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After surgery, they called us back into the room.  Obviously, he was 
sedated, Tulip was next to him in a pen, his wounds were horrific, they 
found another hard lump near his chest, a huge hole was left . . . they 
quickly assured me it would be fine, nothing unusual, give one Bute 
am/pm, also Flamazine cream and they requested I send regular photos 
so they could advise me further, where necessary. 

 
cĲШũŸŸťĲĬШƚŸШĤĲƽŔũĬĲƖĲĬШĤũĲƚƚШőŔůЮШШcŸƽĲƻĲƖЯШŔƣШƽċƚŰќƣШũŸŰŊШĤĲŉŸƖĲШƣőĲǃШ
weighed both donkeys, they walked on the scale machine with treats, then 
loaded on the trailer for home sweet home. 

 
I sent WhatsApp messages to Sarah Booth, who unbeknown to me had her 
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own problems with Missy, I also told my mate Pam Moon - they are my strongest strengths, peace of 
ůŔŰĬШƖĲċũũǃЯШћŔƣќƚШŊŸŔŰŊШƣŸШĤĲШŸťќЮ 

 
ÖƓŸŰШċƖƖŔƻċũШċƣШőŸůĲЯШĤŸƣőШĬŸŰťĲǃƚШƚĲƣƣũĲĬШŔŰШƽĲũũЯШƣőĲШŸƣőĲƖƚШƚůĲũƣШƣőĲůШċƚШŔŉШƣŸШƚċǃЯШћƽőĲƖĲШǃŸƨШĤŔŰегќШШfƣШ
was such a long day.  

 
ÑőĲШĤŔũũШƽċƚШұΤΡΜШвЮШŰŸƣШƣŸŸШĤċĬЯШŔƚШŔƣШеШ ŰǃƽċǃЯШƣőĲШ
results came back saying the two tumours . . . not 
sarcoids as first diagnosed, do not spread as they 
were both lasered. However, they can be locally 
invasive if you do not get a margin of normal tissue 
with the tumour when you remove it. The surgeon 
ĲǂƓũċŔŰĲĬШƣőċƣШőĲШŊŸƣШċШŊŸŸĬШůċƖŊŔŰЯШƚŸШŔƣќƚШƨŰũŔťĲũǃШ
to ever return,  however, the healing side must be 
watched very closely, also these tumours can 
appear anywhere on the body, so I must be 
cautious. 

 
What an experience, my 
nerves were up and down.  
cĲќƚШůċĬĲШőƨŊĲШƓƖŸŊƖĲƚƚЯШ
fќƻĲШĦĲƖƣċŔŰũǃШŊċŔŰĲĬШƚŸШ
ůƨĦőШĲĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰЯШƣőĲƚĲШƻĲƣƚШċƖĲШƚŸШĦũĲƻĲƖЮШШ ŸƽШőĲќƚШŊĲƣƣŔŰŊШũŸƣƚШŸŉШċƣƣĲŰƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШ
kisses, he knows I am going to apply cream as he gets his ginger biscuits with 
bananas!  The wound is very tender, raw.  I must admit I have looked after the 
wound meticulously; I have to take out any sticky bits, straw especially. 

 
ШőƨŊĲШƣőċŰťШǃŸƨШƣŸШ ĬĲũĲЯШfШĬŔĬШƣƖǃШƣŸШŊĲƣШőĲƖШƣŸШƚŔŊŰШƨƓШƣŸШƣőĲШ?7ÉЯШƽĲќũũШƚĲĲШŔŉШƚőĲШĬŸĲƚЮШñǂǂǂǂǂǂǂ 

 
A huge thank you to Chine House vets in Loughborough.  Most of all, a huge, huge thank you to Hannah 
who helps me with the donkeys and ponies and llamas and who spotted this and enabled us to get 
everything moving and to get rid of these tumours.  We will certainly continue to be vigilant. 

Sarah Standing. 

 

 

 

For further information re Chine House Veterinary Hospital:  Veterinary Care Equine у Chine House 
Veterinary Hospital 

 

https://chinehousevets.co.uk/equine/
https://chinehousevets.co.uk/equine/
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Missy goes to Liverpool 

Liverpool:  The Beatles, The Liver Birds, Cilla, Klopp, and of course Aintree . . . many things would spring 
to my mind when someone mentioned xŔƻĲƖƓŸŸũШĤƨƣЯШfќůШċƚőċůĲĬШƣŸШƚċǃЯШfШőċĬŰќƣШőĲċƖĬШŸŉШxĲċőƨƖƚƣШ
Equine Hospital at the University of Liverpool.  That was until Missy had colic. 

 

We had an inkling something was amiss; you just know your animals.  Sitting down in the paddock more 
than usual, unwilling to get up and a distended abdomen, as tight as a drum - time to call the vet.  That 
night, however, having been tempted to consume some gloopy beet pulp and after having been walked 
up and down the hard standing every fifteen minutes during the evening т we were elated when she 
pooed, slimmed down and looked heaps better.  Crisis averted, or so we thought.  Our brilliant, wise vet 
had begun to sow seeds re Leahurst however, should things not go to plan. 

 

She had a hunch, we had a hunch and Missy definitely had a lot more going on than a hunch т the next 
day she developed a full-on extremely serious colic, combined with a gross uterine infection (co-
incidence or linked, we may never know) but it was all systems go and a matter of urgency that we got her 
to Liverpool as soon as possible. 

 

She was going downhill extremely fast but 
in an eerily quiet, slow-motion sort of way.  
She presented as what I can only describe 
ċƚШċŰШћĲŉŉŔŊǃШŉƖŸůШÂŸůƓĲŔŔќШт staring 
straight ahead, huge, rounded belly, 
almost poised to stand up but with her 
head to the ground and as scarily still as a 
statue. When she did get up, to make the 
slow walk to the box, she gushed out the 
ũŸŰŊĲƚƣШċŰĬШőĲċƻŔĲƚƣШћƚĲċƚŸŰќШfШőċƻĲШĲƻĲƖШƚĲĲŰЮШШ 

 

Inside I was feeling huge panic but kept telling myself to channel my inner Olwen, Liz, Pam and all the 
other people who I admire for their donkey knowledge, and cope efficiently and effectively!  My son-in-
law drove the box (I was still not driving due to ƚőŸƨũĬĲƖШƚƨƖŊĲƖǃьШċŰĬШƽĲШƣŸŸťШũŔƣƣũĲШÉċƨƚċŊĲЯШÉŸƓőŔĲќƚШ
mini-ÉőĲƣũċŰĬШŉŸċũШƽőŸШőċĬŰќƣШĤĲĲŰШƽŔƣőШƨƚШƻĲƖǃШũŸŰŊЯШċƚШċШĦŸůƓċŰŔŸŰШċŰĬШƣŸШŊŔƻĲШ~ŔƚƚǃШƚŸůĲƣőŔŰŊШĲũƚĲШ
to think about.  I knew Barney and Freddie would be better off at home and would not be particularly 
calm companions. 

 

ÑőĲШћƽĲũĦŸůĲШƓċƖƣǃќШƽċƚШċůċǍŔŰŊЮШШÉƨƖŊĲŸŰƚЯШƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚЯШŰƨƖƚĲƚШċŰĬШċĬůŔŰШƚƣċŉŉЯШƣőĲШƽőŸũĲШƣĲċůШƽĲƖĲШ
waiting for us; efficiency personified and multiplied.  They swung into action.  Missy was reluctant to 
enter the imaging suite but Sausage was extremely curious and bounded along, giving the first of many 
leads. Little Missy was still on her feet, surely that was a good sign?   
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We let them go and get on with things, we went to do a lot of form filling and answering questions with the 
lovely reception and admin staff.  They talked us through everything with great sensitivity.  At no time did 
we ever feel rushed into making decisions about anything.  We could ask questions and we never felt as if 
we were taking up their time.  Should you ever find yourself in that situation, do not feel that you are ever 
asking anything silly т they are just happy to put you at your ease.  

 

Then it was time for us to go home т Missy was by this stage in theatre and Sausage was having a 
tremendous amount of fuss from the staff.  I was in tears and exhausted and my son-in-law cannot have 
envisaged this scenario when he married my eldest daughter, fortunately a long time ago so he is used to 
our animal sorties and eccentricities; although this was a whole new experience. 

 

The support that I received over the following two weeks from 
family (Sophie, thank you for letting your little Sausage 
accompany Missy to Liverpool and for sitting with them both on 
many occasions) and DBS friends was amazing т I cannot tell you 
how much that meant. You all know who you are т thank you a 
zillion times! They say it takes a village . . .  and the groundswell of 
support that the DBS community gave us was incredible.  Special 
mention to Emma down in Stratford-upon-Avon too, who offered 
all sorts of help, advice and extolled the virtues of hay steamers.  
~ŔƚƚǃШũƨƖĦőĲĬШŉƖŸůШĦƖŔƣŔĦċũШƣŸШћƚũŔŊőƣШőŸƓĲќШƣŸШĦƖŔƣŔĦċũШƚŸШůċŰǃШ
times but the fact that there was hope kept us all rooting for her.    

 

On one occasion, Stuart and I went up to the Hospital and we 
said our good-ĤǃĲƚШŢƨƚƣШŔŰШĦċƚĲШ~ŔƚƚǃШĬŔĬŰќƣШůċťĲШŔƣШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƣőĲШ
next night т we decided to give her just one more night as we were 
assured ƚőĲШƽċƚŰќƣШŔŰШƓċŔŰШċŰĬШƽŸƨũĬШƚĲĲШƽőċƣШőĲƖШĤũŸŸĬƚШƽĲƖĲШ
doing the next day.  If there was no change, and no inkling of 
őŸƓĲЯШƽĲШƽŸƨũĬШћĬŸШƣőĲШťŔŰĬĲƚƣШƣőŔŰŊќЮШШìċŔƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШŰĲǂƣШĬċǃШŉŸƖШ
the bloods results was probably the longest wait ever. 

 

That Missy came through it was a huge surprise to us all.  What a 
brilliantly resilient little mare.  She was however with one of the 
best teams for looking after donkeys, that she could ever 
encounter т the brilliant Fernando Malalana DVM PhD DipECEIM 
FHEA FRCVS Senior Lecturer in Equine Internal Medicine and his 
team, particularly Lizzie Kopec, were just incredible.  I even have 

it on good authority that Fernando went and sat with Missy in her little paddock at the Hospital, when she 
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was turned out one day т she probably enjoyed that!  He was calm in the horrendous rollercoaster of 
medical ups and downs that we had to ride over the days following the operation. 

 

Yet we adore our little feisty mare and would do anything for her.  It was the best day ever when we 
brought her home.  For those that like a bit of medical 
ĬĲƣċŔũЯШőĲƖĲќƚШƣőĲШƖĲƓŸƖƣШƣőċƣШƽĲШƖĲĦĲŔƻĲĬШŸŰШũĲċƻŔŰŊШƣőĲШ
Hospital.  Apart from the fact that she is obviously a 
donkey and not a horse (!) and they did realise that 
when she arrived, I have huge confidence in the care 
that she was given.  And, irrespective of the fact that she 
was surrounded by big blood horses and showy ponies, 
I know that she was given exactly the same standard of 
gold star attention.   

ѡMissy presented to the Philip Leverhulme Equine 
Hospital for evaluation and treatment of colic. Initial 
evaluation revealed your horse to have a suspected 
obstruction of her small intestine and abdominal 
surgery under general anaesthesia was performed to 
correct the obstruction. She was also found to have an 
impaction in her stomach and a pyometra (infection of 
her uterus). After surgery, Missy had her stomach and 
uterus lavaged until clear. The first-time food was 
introduced, Missy began to produce reflux due to her 
small intestine not working properly (post-operative 
ileus). Gastroscopy (camera into the stomach) was 
performed at this time to ensure another gastric 
impaction was not present. No gastric impaction was 
seen but she did have some mild stomach ulcers. She 
was placed on a drug to help this and after 36hrs she 
stopped producing reflux. Missy also developed an 
acute kidney injury so was maintained on her fluids for a 
longer period of time. Food was introduced again and 
Missy  progressed well and has now returned to a basal 
metabolic (post-operative) feed ration. Repeat blood 
analysis showed her kidney values and her triglycerides 
to have returned to normal.Ѣ  

Liverpool for me will always be where Missy beat the 
odds, was looked after by the most amazingly skillful  

and talented people, at a place where miracles can and do happen. 

 

Sarah Booth. 
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~ƨƖƓőǃќƚШxċƽШŔŰШ ĦƣŔŸŰШċťċШxŔƻŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШċŰШ
Asthmatic Donkey  
 
Just when things seem to be going perfectly, according to 
plan and to a well-established routine Murphy, whoever 
he (and as you will soon discover, the rest of his clan) 
was, inevitably gets involved to liven up your donkey 
world; so, let me share my recent Murphy interventions. 
 
Murphy One - The saga really started in July 2024. 
Dougal, I discovered, had swollen glands under his chin 
that persisted for several days so I deemed it best to 
involve the vet who prescribed a course of powdered 
antibiotics, supplemented later by injections of a 
ĬŔŉŉĲƖĲŰƣШċŰƣŔĤŔŸƣŔĦЮШљ~ŸŰŔƣŸƖШőŔůЯњШƽċƚШƣőĲШŔŰƚƣƖƨĦƣŔŸŰЮШ
ÑőĲШƚƽĲũũŔŰŊШĬŔůŔŰŔƚőĲĬШĤƨƣШĬŔĬŰќƣШĬŔƚċƓƓĲċƖЮШљ9ċƖƖǃШŸŰШ
ůŸŰŔƣŸƖŔŰŊШőŔůњШƽċƚШƣőĲШŰĲǂƣШŔŰƚƣƖƨĦƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШċƚШŰŸƣőŔŰŊШ
worse developed the vet and I agreed to maintain the 
watching brief. Dougal carried on with his active life as 
normal. 
 

But by late November 
Dougal was making intermittent gurgling noises although he seemed 
ŸƣőĲƖƽŔƚĲШċƚШċĦƣŔƻĲШċƚШŰŸƖůċũЮШÑőĲШƻĲƣШĦŸƨũĬŰќƣШŉŔŰĬШċŰǃƣőŔŰŊШƣŸШĲǂƓũċŔŰШ
the noise; more monitoring was the advice but alarmingly the sound 
became ever more pronounced (it sounded like a lion purring) and a 
nasal discharge started. At this stage I asked our farm practice vet to 
involve an equine specialist vet. Within 24 hours the new vet had 
scoped a sedated Dougal, taken a scrape from a dark patch in the 
guttural pouch, given a corticosteroid injection and issued more meds. 
And again, we were told to carry on as normal! 
 
A week later back came the results т Dougal had asthma for which an 
inhaler was prescribed through which a human asthma med was 
puffed.  cĲƖĲќƚШċШũŔŰťШƣŸШƚőŸƽШthe 

contraption  https://www.breatheazy.co.uk/product/horses/aerohippus/aerohippus/  . 
 
What a palaver this was. Firstly, we had to find an equine inhaler; that took several more days to arrive. 
Then even more time was swallowed up tracking down a chemist who stocked the meds and who would, 
ƽőċƣќƚШůŸƖĲЯШċĦĦĲƓƣШċШƻĲƣќƚШƓƖĲƚĦƖŔƓƣŔŸŰЮШ ŰĬЯШŸŉШĦŸurse, we had to get Dougal to accept this strange 
device and sensation. Bless him, that was less stressful than sourcing the kit! In a couple of days, we had 
a routine for the twice daily sessions and improvements were certainly being made. 
 
But Murphy Two thought it was time to visit. This member of the Murphy clan came bearing the results of 
the scrape т ?ŸƨŊċũШőċĬШċШůĲũċŰŸůċШŔŰШőŔƚШƣőƖŸċƣЮШfƣШƽċƚШĬĲĲůĲĬШƣŸШĤĲШљŰŸƣШƖċƓŔĬũǃШĬŔƻŔĬŔŰŊњШċŰĬШƣőĲШƻĲƣШ
had no advice for managing it. You can imagine the horror of receiving this diagnosis so I asked that the 
Royal Dick vet hospital be involved to bottom the issue so we could come to terms with the implications.  

https://www.breatheazy.co.uk/product/horses/aerohippus/aerohippus/
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Three weeks later the boys were whisked off to Edinburgh for a planned 
three-night stay. Examinations, sedations (and lots of cuddles from the 
staff and students) followed. Thankfully the hospital was not concerned 
ċĤŸƨƣШƣőĲШůĲũċŰŸůċШыљsƨƚƣШůŸŰŔƣŸƖШŔƣШŸŰĦĲ ċШǃĲċƖЮњьШċŰĬШĦŸŰŉŔƖůĲĬШƣőĲШ
asthma. The boys could be discharged with advisory notes. 
 
Here Murphy Three came to visit. Storm Eowyn was forecast for the day 
the transport was booked to bring the boys home so they had to stay in 
hospital for another four days till the motorway was safe for high-sided 
vehicles to use.  Eventually home they came with the instructions that the 
feeding regime was to change. Dust-extracted straw and hay were to be 
fed as was dust-extracted, zero calorie chop. There was to be no dust, no 
cobwebs, no straw 
bedding in the stable 

and barn! Well, as you could predict, we had just 
taken delivery of the winter supply of 121 straw bales 
together with 21 hay bales. That lovely warm feeling of 
a well-stocked barn gave way to lots of heaving to get 
it all out! The space recently filled with the winter 
supply was cleared, painstakingly deep cleaned and 
restocked with small, plastic-wrapped bales of dust-
extracted straw, with bales of plastic-wrapped hemp 
bedding too. Filling the barn emptied the bank 
balance! This new regime is more than twice as 
ĲǂƓĲŰƚŔƻĲШċƚШƣőĲШƓƖĲƻŔŸƨƚШŸŰĲЮШìőċƣќƚШmore, the vast 
quantities of plastic wrapping are a concern in their 
own right. 
 
There are upsides to all this. Firstly, Dougal is much 
ĤĲƣƣĲƖШċŰĬШƽĲШőċƻĲŰќƣШƨƚĲĬШƣőĲШŔŰőċũĲƖШƚŔŰĦĲШƣőĲШ
Edinburgh stay over a year ago. Secondly, the barn is 
easier to keep clean, ditto the stable. Thirdly, there is 
much less soiled bedding to dispose of. Fourthly, the 
bales are much lighter to lift and stack than 
conventional small bales. 
 
Dougal throughout this saga has remained calm and unfussed, indeed he asked the donkey whisperer 
ƣőċƣШfШƨƚĲШƽőĲŰШƣőĲƖĲШċƖĲШŔƚƚƨĲƚШŸŉШĦŸŰĦĲƖŰШљìőċƣќƚШċũũШƣőŔƚШŉƨƚƚШċĤŸƨƣеШfќůШŉŔŰĲЮњ 
 
òŸƨШůŔŊőƣШťŰŸƽШƣőĲШ Ш~ŔũŰĲШƓŸĲůШƣőċƣШƚƣċƖƣƚШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШũŔŰĲШљ9őƖŔƚƣŸƓőĲƖШÅŸĤŔŰШőċĬШƽőĲĲǍũĲƚШċŰĬШ
sneezlesњШ- I was reminded of it recently, especially the last lines т љÑőĲШũŸŸťШŔŰШőŔƚШĲǃĲШƚĲĲůĲĬШƣŸШƚċǃШƣŸШ
ƣőĲШƚťǃШљ ŸƽШőŸƽШƣŸШċůƨƚĲШƣőĲůШƣŸĬċǃЮњ 
cĲƖĲќƚШċШũŔŰťШƣŸШƣőĲШŉƨũũШƓŸĲůШ-  https://www.yourdailypoem.com/listpoem.jsp?poem_id=4710 
 
ƚШċШƚůċũũШÂÉШfќůШƣőƖŔũũĲĬШƣŸШƖĲƓŸƖƣШƣőċƣШƣőĲШċŰŰƨċũШƚĦċŰШƖĲĦĲŰƣũǃШĬŔĬŰќƣШƚőŸƽШċŰǃШƖĲċũШĦőċŰŊĲШŔŰШƣőĲШ

melanoma.    
Allison Roberts 

https://www.yourdailypoem.com/listpoem.jsp?poem_id=4710
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Our Donkey Statue destined for Pozieres 

on the Somme 

We are really proud to be able to  give, exclusively to our Northern Region & 
Scotland members, a sneak peek of our silhouette statue that will be 
installed at the International War Animal Memorial on Saturday 12th 
September , 2026. 

 

Apparently, the purple poppies are cut out by plasma cutting and finished off by hand and once at this 
stage, they go for a shot blasting and powder coating т fШƣőŔŰťШǃŸƨќũũШċŊƖĲĲЯШŸƨƖШĬŸŰťĲǃШŔƚШũŸŸťŔŰŊШƚƣƨŰŰŔŰŊЮШШ 

If you can imagine our silhouette standing at Pozieres, on the Somme, with vast and silent battlefields 
stretching in all directions, those who visit cannot fail to stop and honour the brave animals that served 
there т what a truly poignant sight. 
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We will bring you more news of the events that will take place around the installation, in due course. 

In the meantime, we still need to raise the final funding for the silhouette, the transport and installation 
ĦŸƚƣƚШċŰĬШĦŸƚƣƚШċƚƚŸĦŔċƣĲĬШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШĦŸůůĲůŸƖċƣŔƻĲШĲƻĲŰƣЮШШÂũĲċƚĲШƚƓƖĲċĬШƣőĲШƽŸƖĬгШШìĲќƖĲШŰĲċƖũǃШƣőĲƖĲШ
now. 

Every donation is much valued т we are doing our best to raise funds and all monies raised have solely 
gone on and to the creation, transportation and installation of this beautiful piece.  All fundraising has been 
done voluntarily with all the admin costs donated by volunteers and for that we are truly grateful.  If you 
ĦċŰШƚƓċƖĲШċШũŔƣƣũĲШůŸƖĲЯШőĲƖĲќƚШőŸƽШƣŸШĬŸŰċƣĲа 

ШШSupport the Donkey Breed Society  
 ̡̛̜̟̟̀̒̕ ̛̖̜̄̒̔M̠ 

 L̡̡̢̅̎̒ ̛̜ ̆̒̕ ̜̅̒̚̚M ̛̝̖̐̎̎̔̚ 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN US AS WE REMEMBER THEM  

Your gift will enable a stunning silhouette of a donkey to stand at the International War Animal Memorial in 
Pozieres, on the Somme. Over 16 million animals served in WWI and adding a donkey to this special place 
will bring a poignant reminder of all the donkeys and mules that served.   

YOU CAN DONATE VIA THE QR CODE ON SCAN TO PAY 

Or via bank transfer: 

Sort code: 30-96-26  A/c: 59780068  Ref: PozMemorial .  

Kindly contact Ms A Potter, Treasurer, Northern Region of the 

Donkey Breed Society: adelep1816@gmail.com to advise of 

your donation.  

Join us as we remember them. 

Thank you. 

Registered as a Charity 292268 

 

mailto:adelep1816@gmail.com


www.donkeybreedsociety.co.uk  Spring 2026  
 

Northern  26 
 

THE BIG QUILT CHALLENGE - FOR ALL OUR MEMBERS & 
FRIENDS! 

 

An Update: We have received ũŸƣƚШŸŉШƕƨŔũƣШƚƕƨċƖĲƚШċŰĬШƣőĲǃќƖĲШƚƣŔũũШċƖƖŔƻŔŰŊЮШШEċĦőШŸŰĲШċШ
beautiful commemorative square, unique and so meaningful.  Thank you to everyone who 
has contributed to the Quilt so far. 

We have extended the cut off date to 27th April, as we have made a request for squares that 
depict other animals т we have many donkeys and horses, but we are a bit light on mules, 
ĬŸŊƚЯШ ĦċůĲũƚШ ċŰĬШ ĲũĲƓőċŰƣƚШ ċŰĬШ ŔƣќƚШ ŰŸƣШ ƣŸŸШ ũċƣĲШ ƣŸШ ŢŸŔŰШ ŔŰгШ Ш sƨƚƣШ ĲůċŔũШ ůĲШ ċƣШ
northerndonks@gmail.com  ŉŸƖШƚƕƨċƖĲƚШŸƖШƨƚĲШċШΣњШΝΜΜӖШĦũĲċŰШĦŸƣƣŸŰШƚƕƨċƖĲШċŰĬШƽŸƖťШ
ƽŔƣőŔŰШċШΠњШƚƕƨċƖĲШŔŰШƣőĲШůŔĬĬũĲШŸŉШŔƣШыƚŸШǃŸƨШũĲċƻĲШċШĤŸƖĬĲƖШƖŸƨŰĬШƣőĲШŸƨƣƚŔĬĲь т see these 
beautiful little donkeys above from the 
daughter of Christine, who along with 
friends, gifted us the Richmond Purple 
Poppies.  Then email me for the address to 
send your squares to. 

Thank you and keeeeeep creating! 

Sarah B. 

 

 

mailto:northerndonks@gmail.com
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Farewell and Thank You to Valerie 

Obituary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ìĲШƽĲƖĲШƚċĬĬĲŰĲĬШƣŸШőĲċƖШŉƖŸůШ9őƖŔƚƣŔŰĲШƣőċƣШőĲƖШĬĲċƖШŉƖŔĲŰĬШċŰĬШŸŰĲШŸŉШŸƨƖШŸƖŔŊŔŰċũШћÂƨƖƓũĲШÂŸƓƓǃШ
xċĬŔĲƚЯќШéċũĲƖŔĲЯШőċĬШƓċƚƚĲĬШċƽċǃШŸŰШƣőĲШΝΥth March 2026. 

Valerie had been very poorly indeed following a fall resulting in fractures to her pelvis and hip.  This was 
not how Valerie would wish to be.  On meeting Valerie, one was always struck by her energy and zest for 
life.  As Christine told us, she had always been very active in the town of Richmond, North Yorkshire and 
had been Mayoress at one point too. 

Christine says she will miss Valerie terribly but knows that she is now at peace. 

fШőċƻĲШƽƖŔƣƣĲŰШƣŸШ9őƖŔƚƣŔŰĲШŸŰШĤĲőċũŉШŸŉШƣőĲШ?7Éы ÅьШƣŸШĲǂƓƖĲƚƚШŸƨƖШĦŸŰĬŸũĲŰĦĲƚШƣŸШőĲƖШċŰĬШƣŸШéċũĲƖŔĲќƚШ
family, reinforcing our gratitude for the part she played in the creation of The Tour and highlighting the 
important legacy of the Purple Poppies from Richmond. 

S. Booth. 

ŰШÖƓĬċƣĲШŸŰШƣőĲШћÅŔĦőůŸŰĬШ
ÂŸƓƓŔĲƚќШÑŸƨƖШThe Poppies are currently being 
spruced up, with Sarah P painstakingly cleaning them in 
preparation for their summer tenure at The Rifles Berkshire and 
Wiltshire Museum in Salisbury.  Prior to that, artefacts and boards 
explaining the history and significance of The Tour will be displayed 
at The Royal Three Counties Show in Malvern, 12th т 14th June 2026.  
In addition, the Sarahs, Olwen and Anna from the West Region, will 
be running craft workshops during the Show.  This will be 
particularly interesting on the Friday, when Workshops will be for 
visiting Schools!  If you are planning on coming to the Show, please 
ĬŸШĦŸůĲШċŰĬШƚĲĲШƨƚЯШƽĲШƽŔũũШĤĲШŔŰШƣőĲШћ9ŸƣƚƽŸũĬШ9ŸƖŰĲƖќг And, if you would like to help on the Sunday, 

email me please at northerndonks@gmail.com!  SB  

Pictured in York at the beginning of our Richmond Purple 
Poppies Tour, from l to r: Christine, Valerie, Lynn and 

Vera 2024 
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WƘŀǘΩǎ on in 2026? 

April - May 

Please note that all members, from all over the Regions, are warmly invited to attend events across the 
Regions ς ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƛŎƪ ǘƻ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀ or region ς travel a little and enjoy a lot!  We will keep 
you posted on a variety of events/activities in the Regions.  Our Calendar will be out in the next few days!! 

As a matter of courtesy, kindly let organisers know if you can attend the events/activities as a lot of planning 

ƎƻŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΗ  ²Ŝ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

would like to go to, phone or email to find out more! Thank you. 

APRIL 
Sunday 12th April 
11.00 ς 2.00 pm 
 

 
Brown Road Farm, Gorsey Brow, 
Hyde SK14 6EB 
 
Please ring Olwen 01457 762336 
to let her know you are coming. 

Junior Training Day 
and an 
Easter Egg 
Hunt!  

Saturday 25th April   2.00 pm 
 

Thinking about brave donkeys in 
WWI 

along with our friends from the 
AWAMO in Australia and Penny 

the Donkey who will be 
processing in Adelaide. 

 
Colley Mill, North Rode, Cheshire. 
CW12 2PL 
 
Email Sarah Booth for further 
details please and to confirm 
attendance.  Thank you. 

northerndonks@gmail.com. 

Anzac Day 
Prepare Colin and friends for a 
miniςCommemorative Procession 
to be organised by Juniors to 
honour the animals in WWI.  We 
will provide the resources and 
donkeys and the Juniors will join 
forces and organise the 
procession. 

Anzac biscuits for tea! 

Sunday 26th April  from 11.00 
pm 

 
Brown Road Farm, Gorsey Brow, 
Hyde SK14 6EB 
 
Please ring Olwen 01457 762336 
to let her know you are coming. 

Brown Road Group Training 
Day for members who wish 
to take Bronze, Silver or 
Gold Awards. 
All welcome. 

 

MAY 
Sunday 3rd May  11.00 am 
 
Schedule and entry form 
with this Spring edition of 
Asspire!  
 

Beech Grove, 75 Chain House 
Lane, Whitestake, Preston PR4 
4LD 
  
Further details: 
pam.moon@talktalk.net 
 
Entries close: 26.4.26 

Northern Region Spring 
Show 
Affiliated to the DBS 
Donkey Classes + Bakes 
Class! 

Sunday 24th May 
 

Details coming soon!! ABRAM SHOW  We will send 
a schedule out soon!! 

mailto:pam.moon@talktalk.net
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Useful numbers: 

NORTHERN REGION 

Northern Region Chair and Regional Delegate:  Allison Roberts allisonroberts254@outlook.com  01697 

748311   

Vice Chair:  Liz Brown, 07517382472   

Northern Region Secretary (Lead Purple Poppies Tour, WHMO Link & Fab Farriers Link): Sarah Booth, 

07970375562 (phone signal is awful, so leave a message or text me and I will get back to you!)  

northerndonks@gmail.com  

Northern Region Treasurer:  Adele Potter  07825741158  adelep1816@gmail.com 

DBS Awards  Regional Link & Training:  Olwen Brown  01457 762336 

 

AREA REPRESENTATIVES 

Introduce yourself to your Area Rep and say what you would like to see happening in your Area.  Area Reps 

are always keen to hear your ideas and if you can volunteer some help at any time, that too would be most 

welcome, although not obligatory!   

Area Rep ς Lancashire ς Pam Moon 

Pam: 07842 535993   pam.moon@talktalk.net  

Area Rep ς North & East Yorkshire/Cleveland  

Caretaker rep Allison Roberts (details as above) 

Area Rep ς Cheshire/Greater Manchester ς Olwen Brown 

Olwen:  01457 762336  

Area Reps ς West Yorkshire ς Adele Potter 

Adele: 07825741158  adelep1816@gmail.com 

Area Rep ς Derbyshire & South Yorkshire  ς Janet Thornhill  

Janet:   07976 556649  janet66thornhill@gmail.com  

 Area Rep ς Cumbria -  Julie Connolly  

Julie: 07501 331014  julieconnolly1@aolcom  

Area Rep ς Northumberland ς Debbie Hornby 

Debbie: 07762 233140  debbiehornby@aol.com  

mailto:allisonroberts254@outlook.com
mailto:northerndonks@gmail.com
mailto:adelep1816@gmail.com
mailto:pam.moon@talktalk.net
mailto:adelep1816@gmail.com
mailto:janet66thornhill@gmail.com
mailto:debbiehornby@aol.com
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SCOTLAND 

Regional Chair ς Nicki Donaldson  nickidonaldson07@gmail.com  07739 941144 
 
Regional Secretary - Karen Inkster ς 0777481601 
 
Regional Treasurer - Alison Robertson - 07860 342404   
 
Regional Rep - Kendall Young ς westofscotland@donkeybreedsociety.co.uk   07736 960081 
 
Area Reps  
 
Alison Robertson ς lothianborders@donkeybreedsociety.co.uk  07860 342404 

Lizanne Kempsell ς taysideandfife@donkeybreedsociety.co.uk  07803 583055 

 

ШƽŸƖĬШŉƖŸůШÉĦŸƣũċŰĬќƚШ9őċŔƖа 

We were unable to undertake our Easter donkey walk on Sunday 29th March, due to the 
weather but this has now been rescheduled to Sunday 3 May 2026.  

 

 

 

 

 

Membership!  

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΗ   

You can renew your membership on the National DBS Website: 

https://www.donkeybreedsociety.co.uk/membership 

Thank you for being a member, your support is much valued locally and nationally. 

 

mailto:nickidonaldson07@gmail.com
mailto:westofscotland@donkeybreedsociety.co.uk
mailto:lothianborders@donkeybreedsociety.co.uk
mailto:taysideandfife@donkeybreedsociety.co.uk
https://www.donkeybreedsociety.co.uk/membership
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And finally . . . 

;~·ô« M§ªr|p 3]ªj× 

 
sŸǃќƚШSpring Cookies  (makes 18) 

 
9oz butter or marg. 

3.5 oz of brown sugar 
5.5 oz SR Flour 

8oz Porridge Oats 
Raisins or sultanas 

18 cherries 
 

Oven: 160  fan 
 

¶ Beat the butter and sugar together until light and fluffy. 
¶ Stir in the flour and oats and mix well. 
¶ Add the fruit. 
¶ Divide into 18 portions and shape into balls. 
¶ Put on a baking sheet well apart and lightly flatten. 
¶ Put a cherry in the middle of each cookie. 
¶ Bake for 10 to 20 minutes. 

 

Enjoy and a Very Happy Easter to you all! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have enjoyed this edition of ASSPIRE, why not have your say in the next one!! Contribute to future copies of ASSPIRE, 

sharing your knowledge throughout the Regions!  Send pictures, articles, snippets of news to northerndonks@gmail.com.   Deadline 

for the next issue: 7th August 2026 .  Thank you.  

Please note that views expressed in this Newsletter are those of contributors and not necessarily representative of the Donkey Breed 

Society. 

mailto:northerndonks@gmail.com

